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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVELOP- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
caquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
upplication, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Maiesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 


a 





foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms ¢j 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and a 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturer, 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened o 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingha 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Ofic 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Streg, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods ¢ 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board o 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at th 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intell. 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogua 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture an/ 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this inda 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department ¢ 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should bs 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), %, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development a Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 

ndon, S.W. 1. 





FORM K. 


1H4.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the local bank 





references of the firms concerned, goods particularly 
required, terms of trading and language in which co- 
respondence should be carried on, is furnished to the 
Department on a prescribed form, which is known 4 
Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation! 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the information 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information t- 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have thelt 
various component trades classified as shown in “Form k, 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to thos 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 

The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informs 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. 4 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other arm 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (” 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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THE WEE KL Y OUTPUT 

Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during tne four weeks ended 21st August are given 
helow. 

The output for the week ended 2Ist August was 
1.697.200 tons, against 4,595,2U0 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,565,200 tens in the corresponding long 
week in Northumberland and Durham. 

The figures of the week's output indicate an increase 
over those for the preceding six weeks. 

S3ist July. 7th Aug. I4th Aug. 21st Aug. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 246,700 174.600 239 900 296,600 
Durham 633,500 468,700 643,500 620,600 
Yorkshire 752,800 594,600 799.100 763,400 
Laneashire, Che; ikon 

and North Wales .. 432,900 320,100 467,800 446,400 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester 571,100 435,000 567,400 610,400 
Stattord, Shropshire, 

Warwick, Worcester 363,400 135,700 326,100 354,400 
South Wales = and 

Monmouthshire 964,900 321,100 858,800 947,100 
Other English Dists. 102,500 36,300 109,200 106,800 
Scotland 497,400 600,600 623,400 621,500 

Total me .. £,565,200 3 ORG, 700 4.595.200 4,697,200 

FIEFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 23rd August, 
L919. is elven below: 


L919. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 
August 30th 4,354,983 lebruary 28th 1,835,928 
September 6th 4,509,863 March 6th ...... 4,852,427 
September 13th 4,489,816 March 13th ...... 4,900,640 
September 20th 4,450,308 March 20th ...... 1. 872,642 
September 27th 4,481,434 March 27th ...... 1,879,192 
October 4th 2,871,610 April 3rd ......... 3,979,747 
October 11th 4,076,862 April 10th ...... 3,337,795 


Oetober 18th 1, 127, ABS) April 17th eer 1, $33,072 
October 25th 1,761,037 April 24th ...... 4,989,666 
Noveinber Ist... 4,674,532 May Ist ......... 4 564,564 
November 8th 1 RO4,456 ov ae 1,674,302 
November 15th 4,679,402 May 15th _...... 4,860,668 
November 22nd 4,767,578 May end or 4,830,707 
November 29th 4,762,729 May 29th ...... 3,199,947 
December 6th {808,521 June 5th......... 4,718,183 
December 13th 4,886,156 June 12th ...... 1.769.894 
December 20th 4,910,106 June 19th ...... 4.873.737 
December 27th 3.352.603 June 26th ...... 4,685,524 

1920. July 3rd ......... 4,734.65] 
January 3rd_... 3,494,712. July 10th ....... | .676,328 
January 10th ... 4,540,723 Julv 17th ...... 4,665,546 
January 17th... 4,902,906 Julv 24th ...... 1.284.419 
January 24th ... 4,851,521 July 3lst...... 1,565,200 
January 3lst ... 4,866,066 August 7th ...... 3.086.709 
February 7th ... 4,846,167 August 14th ... 4,595,200 
Fe “ sruary 14th 4,897,311 August 21st 4 697 200 


Fel ary M18 1 855.845 








— - ee 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAIL COMMITTEE. 

The following meetings have been held during August: 

The twentieth meeting of the Furniture Sub-Committee 
of the Investigation of Prices Standing Committee was held 
August, when further evidence was taken. The draft 
was also discussed and amended, and ‘is now being 
prepared for signature. | 

The thirteenth meeting of the Stone, Bricks and Clayvware 
Sectional Committee of the Building Materials Sub-Commit- 
tee (Prices and Trusts) took place on 10th August. A report 
on costings submitted by the Chief Accountant was discussed. 
and it was decided to obtain further costings. The draft 
interion report on bricks was approved and the Secretary 
instructed to obtain signatures. 


on Sth 


report 
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The thirty-ninth meeting of the. Standing Comnitte 
Trusts was heid on the same date, w _ a resolution of ¢ 
Cotton Sub-Committee passed on 4th August was CONSider, 
and approved. 

The twenty-first meeting of the Furniture Sub-Commiy, 
of the Investigation of Prices Standing Committee was }, 
on 12th August. The draft report was again Consider. 
and, pending signature of this report, a minority report 
to be forwarded to the members of the Sub-C ommmMittee 
approval. 

On the same date the Linoleum Sectional (\y. 
mittee of the Furniture Sub-Committee (Prices) held thei 
first meeting and decided upon the method of procedy» 
It was also resolved that the Sectional Committee sho, 
visit re presenti ltive factories tor the purpose of iny estigati x 
the processes of the manufacture of linoleum. ’ 

The fifteenth meeting of the Timber Sectional Committ, 
of the Building Materials Sub-Committee (Prices a 
Trusts) was held on 17th August, when the draft report a 
considered and amended, 

The twenty-second meeting of the Furniture Sub-Cop. 
mittee of the Investigation of Prices Standing Commiti« 
was held on Monday, 23rd August. The draft. Report wa 
considered and the minority report withdrawn. — It ya 
resolved that a draft amendment should be drawn up by 
one of the members of the Committee, and if approved shoul 
he included in the report. 

The second meeting of the Linoleum Sectional Committe 
at the Furniture Sub-Committee (Prices) was held oy 
Monday, 23rd August, 1920. Consideration was given t, 
the prices of ‘‘Linoleum’’ and ‘‘Floor Cloth’? which had hee: 
received from various manufacturers. Arrangements wer 
completed for this Sectional Committee to proceed to 
Scotland to inspect the Scottish Linoleum Factories on 25th. 
26th and 27th August. 


BRITISH LEATHER MANUFACTURERS AND 
INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. 


The Secretary of the Department of Scientific ar 
Industrial Research has announced that a licence, unde 
Section 20 of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, 
has been issued by the Poard of Trade to the British 
Leather Manufacturers Research Association, which 
has been approved by the Department as complying 
with the conditions laid down in the Government 
scheme for the encouragement of industrial research. 

The Seeretary of this Association is Miss M. 4. 
Stevens, 26, St. Thomas’ Street. S.E. 1. 








APPOINTMENT OF PRIVATE SECRETARIES. 
The Right Hon. W. Bridgeman, M.P., 


Mines, will retain the services of Mr. A. 
his private secretary. 
Major Sir Philip Lloyd-Graeme, K.B.E., M.C., M.P., 
Parhamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade, has 
appointed Mr, A. E. Overton, M.C., to be his private 
secretary. 


secretar' 


fo? A. Hopper 





POST FREE PRICE OF “BOARD OF TRADE 
JOURNAL.” 


seers is ealled to the post free price of th 

board of Trade Journal ’’ to subscribers in the United 
Kingdom, whiek is raised with this issue to 30s. in view 
of the increase in the newspaper postal rates. The 
penne of single copies will be 7d. post free instead of 
Gid. post free as hitherto. The ‘‘ Journal’ will b 
de livere d to subscribers already on the list at the old 
rate for the une xpired portion of their subscription. 


It is notified that Messrs. W. Chamberlain, Kent 
W. A. Chippendale, one ee R. J. Jackson, Fliut- 
shire; B. H. Jarvis. ws ich: Keevil, L ondon County, 
H. h. Miles, Reigate We + tt |. Glo SSOP Boro ugh; 


and F, W. H. phan Walsall. nominated unde 


the &th Section of the Weights and Measures Act, 190+, 
xamination provided for under that 


have passed the e 
Section. 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 








KORMOSAN CAMPHOR ALLOTMENTS. 


\ Report has been received from H.M, Consul at 
msui to the effect that the allotments of Camphor 


[al . : 
the September quarter are as follows: 

Piculs. 

United Kingdom 900 

United States 2,475 

365 


France cabal ee wee = 

It is also reported that the Monopoly Bureau has 

jecided to cease supplying Crude Camphor to Kefiners 

sbroad and will in future sell them fixed quantities of 

fined Camphor through the Japan Refined Camphor 
(ompany at 10 per cent. below market price. 





CREDIT IN THE STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS. 

HM. Trade Commissioner in the Straits Settlements 
ports that there is considerable tightness of money 
at present in the bazaars of that territory. This tight- 
ness has been caused in the first instance by the heavy 
fall in the prices of tin, rubber and local products gener- 
lv, and in addition there has undoubtedly been a 
eonsiderable amount vf speculation amongst the native 
dealers in imported articles, such as piece-goods, and 
such speculation has resulted in those dealers being 
left with heavy stocks when the demand suddenly ceased. 
The Chinese banks, which were making advances freely 
on the rising market, have also increased the tightness 
by calling in advances to the extent of 40 per cent. 

‘So far as Singapore is concerned, there has not yet 
been any serious trouble. The old established British 
frms are getting their bills paid at the due date, but 
there is undoubtedly a tendency on the part of dealers 
to press for an extension of credit in quarters where they 
imagine it may be obtained. For example, it is believed 
that the German-Swiss firms have allowed extensions 
of from 60 to 90 days, and are not being paid even 
then. It has also been found necessary in many cases 
to extend deliveries of goods previously ordered until 
the congestion in the bazaar has been cleared to a 
certain extent, in view of the fact that the dealers could 
not possibly dispose of them at the present time. A 
significant feature in the bazaar is the enormous number 
of cash clearance sales, which are being advertised bv 
means of large red flags with white lettering; so much 
is this the case at the moment that in some quarters 
the streets look as though they had been decorated for 
a Chinese festival. 

In the Malay States conditions appear to be much the 
same as in Singapore. With regard to Penang, serious 
rumours of trouble have been afloat, but the Com- 
missioner during his recent visit there found that these 
tumours were to a great extent unfounded, there having 
been six or seven small failures only among the native 
(dealers, together with the usual attempts to obtain 
extension of credit, but the leading merchants none 
the less appeared to think that the situation was well 
in hand. 

In contradiction of the above mentioned rumours, 
the Commissioner reports that he found in Penang a 
great air of prosperity in spite of the recent fall in the 
Prices obtainable for local produce, and the condition 


TRADE AND 


of the bazaar was obviously not so bad as had been 


reported. Old office premises are being pulled down 
and large new and up-to-date buildings are being 
erected everywhere in the business quarter. There is 
the usual shortage of hotel and housing accommoda- 
tion, but this is being remedied as rapidly as possible, 
and on the whole the cost of living, although high, is not 
nearly so extortionate as in Singapore. | | 

renerally speaking, with regard to conditions in the 
eninsula as a whole the position would appear to he 
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that if the fall in prices continues and anything like a 
collapse occurs in the European markets, the old estab- 
lished British mercantile houses would be well able to 
weather the storm, but possibly the newly established 
firms with small capital would experience a very anxious 
time. It is undoubtedly a time when manufacturers in 
the United Kingdom should exercise the greatest caution 
in opening out direct relations with firms in the bazaar; 
rore particularly is this the case where, as in 4 great 
number of cases, firms are reputed to be supported 
by some wealthy native, as in these cases it would be 
too often found that this support has been withdrawn 
when there is any prospect of trouble. Similar occur- 
rences were rife during the crisis in 1908, and it seems 
prcbable that they would occur again if there be any 
further serious fall in prices, 





BRITISH CONFECTIONERY AND PRESERVES 
IN EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN MARKETS. 
Arrangements have been completed between the 

Department of Overseas Trade and the British Manu- 

facturing Confectioners’ Export Union for the despatch 

of an investigator to the Eastern Mediterranean markets 
to ascertain the conditions and prospects for the sale of 

British-made cocoa, chocolate, confectionery, jams and 

pickles. In the course of his tour the investigator will 

visit the following places :-— 

Athens, Pirzus, Canea, Salonica, Constantinople, 
Smyrna, Rhode Island, Crete, Cyprus, Beyrout, Jaffa, 
Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cairo, ete. 

The following matters will be included among the 
subjects of the investigator’s enquiries— 

(1) The demand for each class of goods covered by the 
investigation. 

Systems of packing and ‘‘get up”’ of goods at present 
popular in these markets. 

Prevailing prices in each market. 

Customs duties and regulations. 

Legislative regulations with regard to the compost!- 
tion, colouring and methods of sale of confec- 
tionery, jams, pickles, ete. 

Nature of competition which British manufacturers 
must face. 

Comparative freights 
other countries to each 
vestigated. 

Price and credit conditions of sales. 

Commercial organisation of each market. 


(2 


~~ 


(3) 
(4) 
(9) 


from United Kingdom and 
of the markets in- 


(8) 
(9) 
British manufacturers in the industries concerned. 
who are not members of the British Manufacturing 
Confectioners’ Export Union may participate in the 
enquirv on payment of a fee which shall be determined 
on a basis approved by the Department. Such fee must 
be paid before the receipt of the investigator’s first 
report, which is anticipated during the first fortnight in 
October. Further particulars may be obtained on appli- 
cation to the Comptroller-General, Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
London, S.W. 1. 





CARELESS ADDRESSING OF OVERSEAS 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Porto Amelia, Portuguese East 
Africa, states that several instances have occurred 
recently of printed matter, etc., being delayed in the 
post owing to its being insufficiently addressed. He 
states that some British firms have forwarded enquiries 
to his Vice-Consulate addressed ‘‘ Porto Amelia, 
Portugal,’”’ the eorrect address being, of course, ‘‘ Porto 
Amelia, Portuguese East Afriea.’’ 





COMMERCIAL SECRETARY AT 
STOCKHOLM. 

Mr. H. Kershaw, Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Legation at Stockholm, has registered the code word 
‘“Commintell,’’ Stockholm, as his telegraphic address. 
Mr. Kershaw has now taken up his duties, and an article 
on the commercial situation in Sweden appears from 
him under ‘‘ Imperial and Foreign Trade ”’ in this issue. 


—" 


H.M. 
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JAPAN AS AN INTERNATIONAL 
TRADER. 


POST-WAR POSITION. 

lt is probable that every authoritative review ot the 
commercial problems which contronted Japan in 1014) 
—and. in a large measure, still confront her—wul pro- 
vide an illuminating study for economists and business 
men for several generations to come. Her rapid tran- 
sition in the War years from a debtor to a creditor 
country. the abnormal, and in some cases the artificial, 
expansion of many of her industries, the sudden creation 
and subsequent decline of others, the feverish specula- 
tion of her financiers on a continually rising market, 
and her virtual monopoly, with the United States of 
America, of trade in manufactured goods in the leading 
markets of the world—all these phases of commercial 
Japan during the War, stand in sharp contrast to the 
reaction which set in after the Armistice, 

It ig theretore inevitable that the Report of Mr. Hugh 
Horne, Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy, 
Tokio, on the ‘‘Commercial, Industrial and | inancial 
Situation of Japan, 1914-1919 ° (Cmd. 912, Price 9d. 
net, published to-day), will be studied with more than 
average care by British firms interested in world trade. 
Its immediate value to our manufacturers and mer- 
chants rests in its close analysis of those Japanese indus- 
tries, and their output, which have entered into strong 
competition with British manufactured goods in India, 
China, South America, and elsewhere. Attention its 
directed to the particular lines in which this competi- 
tion is likely to be more keenly felt in the ‘‘Imperial 
and Foreign Trade ’’ Section of this issue. We are here 
concerned only with certain general considerations 
affecting Japan as a producer of goods for export and as 
a competitor in overseas trade. 

War Prosperity. 

Immediately prior to the War Japan was experienc- 
ing strong reaction from the economic activity which 
followed the Russo-Japanese War. Commerce and in- 
dustry were showing signs of depression, the balance 
of trade was increasingly adverse, and money was not 
plentiful. This downward tendency continued, and 
was in fact accentuated after the outbreak of hostilities 
owing to the general dislocation of trade throughout the 
world and the disturbance of foreign exchanges, but the 
early days of 1915 witnessed «a sudden and strong 
revival. A period of unprecedented prosperity set in, 
and continued without any real setback until after the 
Armistice was signed, though the economic world ex- 
perienced a momentary shock in 1916, when it was 
rumoured that the Germans were going to make peace 
proposals. Large orders for munitions and other war 
supplies arrived from the European Allies, and the 
disappearance of German and other European goods 
from markets in India, Java, China and other countries 
in the Far East, created a strong demand for Japanese 
manufactures. In addition to these factors of develop- 
ment the world’s shortage of carrying tonnage stimu- 
lated shipbuilding activity to an extraordinary degree, 
and provided shipowners with lucrative opportunities 
for charter. 





Post-War REACTION. 

The conclusion of the Armistice in November. 1918. 
was followed by a period of deep depression and gloomy 
foreboding. It was generally expected that hostilities 
would continue for another year or eighteen months, 
and forward business had been extremely active. The 
first blow was a sudden fall in prices, due to various 
causes, such as decreased demand, removal of embar- 
goes in America and Great Britain, and the probable 
reappearance of goods from belligerent countries. 
Then came heavy cancellations of war-time orders, par- 
ticularly from South Africa and Australia, due chiefly 
to the prospect of obtaining British and other European 
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goods, which had been shut out owing to the wy 
Business moved very slowly during the first few mop», 
of 1919, but subsequently boomed, with the result th, 
the total exports and imports exceeded jy, 
{ OUG.O0O0.000 for the first time in the history Of Japan 
foreign trade, the balance being in favour of imports 
A strong note of pessimism appeared in the Pres oy 
the return of the so-called adverse balance, which }y; 
been interrupted during the war, but insufficient aceoyy 
was taken of invisible exports, particularly the ye 
considerable returns from the carrying trade. : 


IMPRUDENT TRADING AND FINANCING. 


It was said that Japan had, generally speakiy, 
availed herself of the trade opportunities created } 
the War. Untortunately, many manutacturers a, 
merchants, in their anxiety to accumulate big profit 
rapidly, placed eoods of very inferior quality on denudej 
markets; this imprudent policy was largely responsi 
for the numerous post-armistice cancellations. and hs; 
ugeravated the difficulty of consolidating positions ; 
such countries as India and Java. Further, the aceum 
lation of wealth and the plentiful supply of mom 
developed a mania for company promoting out of » 
proportion to the needs of the country, and shareholdes 
have been far too eager to reap dividends of 60, 70, ani 
even 100 per cent. at the expense of prudent provisio 
for future development. At the present moment ther 
is a considerable measure of anxiety in financial circle 
but the dangers have been seen, and will, in all prob. 
ability, be averted. With a sane financial policy ani 
the development of sounder methods among the les 
important industrial concerns, Japan should be abi 
to retain the high position to which she has attained in 
recent years. 

(Note.—The latest telegraphic news from Japan shows 
that the above-mentioned anxiety in financial circles 
was Justified, as a serious slump has now taken place 
and the prices of many commodities have dropped 
heavily.) 

FOREIGN TRADE. 

Before the War there was always a balance of trad 
in favour of imports, but on the disappearance o 
German and Austrian goods from the markets of th 
world and a steady decrease tn the supply of Britis 
manufactures and goods from Allied and neutral cow. 
tries In Europe, Japan seized the opportunity to fil 
the demand. In particular she increased her exports 
to Java, India. China and Hongkong, and subsequently 
she found Australia, South Africa and South Amerie 
srowing markets for her goods. So rapid was her out- 
ward expansion, once the disturbing infiuence of the 
outbreak of hostilities had passed away, that the 
adverse balance of Yen 4,634,264 in 1914 was in the 
following vear turned into a favourable balance of 
\ en 175,857,059. 

These fortunate conditions continued throughout th 
War. In 1916, 1917 and 1918 the excess of exports over 
imports mounted to Yen 371,040,208, Yen 567,193,44! 
and Yen 293,956,835 respectively. The actual figures 
for the years 1914-1919 were :— 


Exports. ¢ Imports. Total. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
1914 591,101,461 595,735,725 1,186,837, 186 
1915 708,306,997 532 449,938 1 240,756,935 
1916 1,120,468,118 756,427,910 1 883,896,028 
1917 1,603,005,048 1 035,811,107 2 638,816,155 
1918 ) 962,100,668 | 668,143,833 3,630,244,501 
1919 2,098,872,617 2,173,459,880 4,272,332497 


As has already been remarked, the approach ant 
actual conclusion of the Armistice in November, 1918 
immediately affected the flow of orders for Japanes 
and inward; heavy cancellations of orders for Japanes 
manufactures were reported from such countries % 
South Africa and Australia, which looked for the ' 
entry of British and other European coods, and 
Japanese importers of industrial raw materials hastily 
adopted a policy of marking time. Towards the middle 
of the year 1919 trade revived, and the close of the yea! 
saw the total volume of trade exceed Yen 4,000,000,00. 
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ts amounted to Len 2,098,575,UUU, and imports 
Yen 2,173,460, UU ; thus for the first time since 1914 
an adverse balance has been recorded. — It is hardly 
necessary to mention the obvious reasons for this re ver- 
jon to former conditions—Japan s export prosperity 
was ereated by the War to suppl) depleted markets, and 
yitomatically decreased on the release ot commodities 
from pelligerent countries and neutral countries border- 
ing ou the actual theatres of war. L: urther, od 
European demand for direct and indirect war supplies 
and foodstutts diminished and then practically ceased. 
EXXPoRTs. 


Expor 


During the War the following goods were shipped in 
large quantities to the Allies, particularly u reat Pritain 
and France, for direct or indirect military purposes: 

Copper, antimony, tungsten, graphite (chiefly to the 

United States of America tor ultimate use 1n 
France), fish oils, starches and other subsidiary 
foodstutts, waste and raw silk and habute, cotton 
tissues, cotton waste, and chemicals. 

Quer articles which showed a big increase were:— — 

sugar, beer, cotton crepe, cotton flannel, cotton hosiery, 
European and Japanese paper, coal, iron and 
steel manutactures, porcelain, glassware, enamel 
ware, cement, electrical goods, brushes, and 

matches. 

Of the foregoing articles, those which are most likely 
to retain their position are beer, cheap cotton hosiery, 
slassware, brushes and matches. The reappearance ol 
foreign competition will, of course, affect the demand 
for Japan’s output, but if present quality and relative 
prices can be maintainc4, the hold on markets in India, 
Java, China, and South America should not be lost. . 

Turning now to the year 1919, the trade of which this 
Keport is more particularly intended to review, it is 
noticed that the chief articles exported were finished 
sods such as cotton tissues, woollen tissues, silk 
tissues, silk handkerchiefs, cotton hosiery and other 
knitted goods, hats, buttons, matches, porcelain, paper, 
glass and glassware, tooth brushes, mats and matting, 
lather manutactures, umbrellas and toys; foodstutts 
aamely beans and peas, marine products, tea, sugar, 
canned goods, rice, and beer); raw materials and semi- 
manufactured goods, namely, raw silk, silk waste, cotton 
yarns, plaits and hats and camphor; minerals, namely, 
coal, copper and zinc. 

It should be observed that while exports have in- 
creased slightly in value they have decreased in quan- 
tity. The reasons for this decrease are that (1) 
the ratio of advance of prices has been greater in 
Japan than in other countries; (2) owing to the pre- 
vaiing economic boom the purchasing power at home 
has increased to such a degree that it has been impos- 
sible fully to meet the demand from abroad; (3) the 
Ruropean demand for foodstuffs and military supplies 
has decreased very considerably ; (4) European competi- 
tion has been released. 

Exports to China increased considerably in 1919 in 
spite of the boycott, which started in May and con- 
tinued with varying intensity throughout the year. 
This was due largely to the extraordinary rise in the 
prices of silver and the consequent increase in China’s 
purchasing power. The class of goods principally 
alfected has been finished articles such as toys, soap, 
looking glasses, refined sugar, patent medicines, 
umbrellas, etc, This indicates growing industry in 
China and the reappearance of foreign manufactures, 
lor the Chinese would naturally direct their boycott 
activities into channels where the least economic evils 
Would be felt. In 1918 exports to China totalled nearly 
Yen 360,000,000 ; they amounted to Yen 447,000,000 in 
1919, | 

Cost oF Lasour. 

Many wviters and speakers in England dwell on the 
cheapness of labour in Japan and the danger of Japanese 
competition in foreign and colonial markets, but certain 
counteracting factors appear to be left out of consider- 
ation. It is, of course, true that Japanese labour is 
still, in Spite of great advances in cost, considerably 
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cheaper than labour in the West, but the coinparative 
ctticlency is much lower. Under the most lavourable 
conditions the ratio is not higher than 2 to 8, and many 
Writers place it at 1 to 2. 1n addition to the lower efil- 
ciency and increased cost, it must be remembered that 
Working hours are being reduced, partly as a resuft ol 
tne demands ot labour and partly in accordance with the 
decisions of the international Labour Conterence at 
\wushington. further, it should be realised that the 
linudling of machinery, generally speaking, leaves much 
tc be desuwed, und also that lavour-saving devices are 
ut present Ccoimparatively little used, but this defect 
will doubtless be remedied as the cost ot labour in- 
creases. Jt is therefore open to doubt whether the 
actual cost of production of competitive goods is lower 
in Japan than m England; in any case, it is submitted 
that the difference im favour of Japan is not enough 
to justify alarmist views, which find wide expression 
in Great Britain and her Colonies. 
Raw MATERIALS. 

Japan is singularly deficient in raw materials, and 
depends on foreign supplies for most of her industries. 
Kaw silk she has in abundance, camphor and sugar in 
lormosa, copper in the main island. ‘There is at 
present plenty of coal, but it is expensive, and the 
problem of tuture supplies is already engaging the 
attention of industrialists. Rich deposits in formosa 
are being worked, but these are not likely to supple- 
ment the output of Japan proper in suiticient measure 
to keep pace with the ever-increasing demand. ‘There 
ure very few iron mines in Japan, and practically all 
supplies Of ore come from abroad, chietly trom China. 
In addition to coal and copper, which are the only 
important mineral products of Japan, gold, silver, lead, 
antimony, manganese, graphite, tungsten, sulphur and 
petroleum are found. 

Coal is found chiefly in the island of Kyushu and in 
the Hokkaido; the Kyushu fields of Chikuzen and Buzen 
(called Chikuho) supply 75 per cent., and the Hokkaido 
field 10 per cent. of the total output, which amounted 
to 28 million tons in 1918. According to a report of the 
Mining Bureau of the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce, the available resources aggregate over 800 
million tons, calculation being made mainly on seams 
lying not more than 2,000 feet below drainage level. 
Seams lying at greater depth but judged equally work- 
able are estimated to yield nearly 3,000 million tons. 

Gold, tungsten and graphite are found chiefly in 
Korea. Sulphur occurs everywhere, but only the high 
grade deposits are worked. 

Petroleum, found principally in the Prefectures of 
Nugata and Akita, bordering on the Japan sea, has in- 
creased considerably in output since 1914, largely owing 
to the success of deep boring. At present 50 per cent. 
ot the lamp oil demand is supplied by the United States 
of America and Java. The two principal native oil 
companies are the Nippon and the Hoden. The only 
foreign companies operating are the Rising Sun 
Petroleum Company (British) and the Standard Oil 
Company of New York. 

(A Report on Korea is furnished by Mr. A. W. Lay, 
C.M.G., H.M. Consul-General at Seoul, and on For- 
mosa by Mr. P. D. Butler, Acting British Consul at 
Tamsui.) 





a 


DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
INDUSTRIES. 


CONVENTION OF MANUFACTURERS. 


At the Third Annual Convention of the South African 
Federated Chamber oi Industries, which was held 
recently at Cape Town, the keynote of all the speeches 
was the progress which continues to be made by the 
various important industries within the Union, and 
their further development. The speeches made are of 
importance to United Kingdom manufacturers and 
merchants as they express in the frankest terms the 
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ambitions of South African industrialists, while they also 
enable readers on this side to form a fairly accurate 
forecast of the changing requirements of this great self- 
eoverning Deminion in coming years. 

Ourput OF FACTORIES. 

An important address was delivered by the Right 
Hou. F. S. Malan, Minister of Mines and Industries, 
who gave a resumé of the progress made throughout the 
whole of the sub-continent since 1890. He pointed out 
that the numbers of factories of all kinds had increased 
since that year from 550 to 1,500 in 1910, and to about 
6,000 in the present year. These factories employ over 
50,000 white hands and approximately 84,000 sem1- 
skilled and unskilled coloured and native workers. They 
produce annually manufactured goods to the value of 
nearly £61,000,000, and in doing so they consume 
€34,000,000 of raw materials, of which 53 per cent. Is 
of South African origin. This 53 per cent. represents 
an annual consumption of approximately £18,000,000 
of South African raw materials, as against £10,000,000 
five years ago, and £12,000,000 of the £18,000,000 1s 
the raw material and manufactured produce of the farm. 
To this £12,000,000 worth of raw produce, South 
African manufacturers added another £4,000,000 of 
ingredients, and produced a wide range of articles of 
food and drink, to the value of nearly £23,000,000, ot 
which goods to the value of over three and a half millions 
ure exported, 

These figures are very significant, as they show that 
South African industrialists propose to place an export- 
able surplus of manufactured goods on the markets of 
the world annually. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. 


Mr. Malan dealt with the rapid rise of the iron and 
steel industry and the chemical industry—two key 
industries which will in due course give the Union in- 
valuable independence of outside sources of supply. 
The production of leather has also gone up by leaps 
and bounds. Port Elizabeth has become the centre of 
a verv successful boot industry, and he expressed the 
view that if trained men are utilised with the assist- 
ance of up-to-date machinery, the South African boot 
will in a very short time be able to displace the im- 
ported article to a very large extent. 

He considered the prejudice against the locally 
manufactured boot to be attributable to the fact that 
the South African article is not always equal to the 
imported article in appearance and quality, particularly 
uppearance. It is difficult for a new industrial country, 
which has to train its own craftsmen, to turn out as 
finished an article as the older industrial nations. On 
the other hand, Mr. Malan stated that this prejudice 
is now dying, and the young workmen who are being 
trained will, in due course, turn out boots with as good 
finish as the imported article. 

THE TARIFF. 

Dealing with the Customs Tariff, and the proposal for 
State assistance to industry, he announced that Reports 
on both will be available shortly. He did not think, 
however, that Parliament would be likely to deal with 
either immediately, and both the Government and the 
public would, therefore, have an opportunity of study- 
ing them, and fully considering the important questions 
involved before any action is taken. He pointed out 
that the high cost of freights to South Africa operate 
for the moment as a protection to her industries, and 
therefore the question of the Customs tariff from the 
point of view of protection does not arise as yet, although 
it will do so very soon. | 

On the question of direct assistance to manufacturers 
the Minister did not commit himself. In his -own 
opinion, he considered that the State, if it decides to 
give assistance, should help those manufacturers who 
are prepared to run the industries for national purposes 
and not only in their individual interests. He did not 
consider that the State, as a State, should undertake 
the running of industries. 


27: THE BOARD OF TRADE 





———- 


JOURNAL. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 19) 


—. 


SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





LABOUR PROBLEMS. 


Summarising the results of the Convention, * Indy 
’’ states that one of the big proble), 


trial South Africa | 
to be tackled during the coming year is that associat 


with labour, and much earnest consideration on ths 


part of the manufacturing and producing commu 


will be necessary to achieve such a settlement ol labo 


conditions as will make possible an era of continy 

industrial development based on the wonderful expy 

sion that has taken place during the war. 
CO-OPERATION OF MANUFACTURERS. 

The outstanding feature of the Convention was ¢) 
proof of the growth ol co-operation amongst manuf 
turers. The delegates were in every respect anxioy 
to compromise on all important matters, and to agg 
one another in the work which lies before the county 
It has been the part of the Chamber to foster and deve 
this spirit of mutual aid and goodwill amongst may, 
facturers and producers, and the proof of its success ya 
to be found in the excellent spirit pervading the (vy 
vention. 

Another highly important feature of the Conventiy 
was the holding of certain Industrial Conterenees op. 
fined to the representatives of the industries concerne 
who were also delegates to the Convention. This is th. 
first attempt ever made in South Africa to bring ing. 
vidual industries into Conference on matters of muty 
interest, and the Chaimber has the honour of father: 
the proposal and being responsible for calling such Co. 
ferences. 

The industries which met in Conterence were Tap. 
ning, Cabinet Manutacturing and Milling, and only j 
the latter case was the Conference not fully represents. 
tive of the whole Union. A resolution was carried 
the Convention calling upon the Chamber to endeavor 
to extend the idea of industrial Conferences and x 
doubt the matter will receive attention. It has bee 
proved that the co-operation of manufacturers is mor 
essential to-day than ever before, and time will increas 
that necessity rather than decrease it. Legislation i 
becoming more and more democratic ; Labour difficulties 
are greater, and the problems of production are mor 
intricate than in the past. Markets must be developed 
and supported. 


— 
ee 


Notes on Trade. 


[Whale every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy 0 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regul- 
tions, Orders, ete., published in the ‘Journal.’ it must bi 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in th 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritatir 
legal interpretations of the teat of the documents then- 
selves.] 











SUPPLIES OF RAILWAY MATERIAL FOR 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Union Parliament has sanctioned an agreemel! 
whereby the Government Railways will draw from th 
Pretoria iron mining companies about half of thet 
requirements in railway materials of local manufactur 
at a price which compares with the lowest c.i.f. fore 


quotation. The first delivery is to be made at tle 
beginning of the vear 1923. The contract expire 
in 1937. 





PRECAUTIONS AGAINST CATTLE PLAGUE: 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries annountt 
that owing to the appearance of Cattle Plague or Rinde 
pest in Belgium, an Order will come into effect imme 
ately by which cattle, sheep, goats and swine from 
Belgium will not be permitted to enter British po 
in future, whether as ships’ stores or otherwis 
Similar restrictions also apply to the aforemention 
animals when carried on vessels touching at Belgit! 
ports en route to Great Britain, irrespective of whether 
the animals were actually shipped at a Belgian port oF 
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Hitherto the above animals were permitted under 
- circumstances to enter a British port, provided 
- ge not landed, and that the ship carrying them 
they a discharge or load cargo. . 
— result of the new Order will be that in future the 
Taine’ animals cannot, as hitherto, be carried 
above: . entering British ports for bunkering or taking 
" ied ot for any other purpose, in addition to the 
we or discharging of cargo. 





WATER POWER CONCESSION IN UGANDA. 
The Crown Agents for the Colonies announce that the 
limit for the receipt of applications invited by the 
ment of the Uganda Protectorate fora concession 
on of the Ripon Falls of the Nile has been 
9 19th February, 1921. 


time 
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REGISTRATION OF INSURANCE COMPANIES 
IN SPAIN. 

By a Royal Decree, dated 13th August, all insurance 
“ompanies in Spain which issue policies on transport 
sa required to register under the Law of l4th May, 
1908. Applications must be addressed to the Ministerio 
Fomento within two months oi the date of the 


7 
ale 


} Y < Nn +] rmy4ar: ne aft 9 YC } 
Decree, accompanied by a deposit guarantee of 200,001 
nesetas. Companies failing to comply will be hable to 


, ° ; ry } ‘. Tear 
liquidation by the Spanish Government. 





DIFFICULTIES OF CZECHO-SLOVAK COTTON 
“SPINNING ASSOCIATION. 

The Czecho-Slovak Cotton Spinners Association have, 
secording to the “‘ Prager Tagblatt, circularised their 
members complaining that the existence of the Associa- 
‘ion is threatened through loss on cotton yarn trading 
aused by the fact that members are selling yarn con- 
nary to the rules of the Association, i.e., at a lower 
nice than that which the Asscciation has fixed as the 
ninimum. 

The Association bought large supplies of cotton from 
\merica at a time when the exchange was at almost 
its highest point against the Czechs. The very sharp 
improvement in the krone.which took place in May of 
this year has hit the Association very hard, and they 
we endeavouring to keep up the price of yarn within 
the Republic to a level that will at any rate save them 
irom loss on their cotton purchases. “Other spinners, 
even members of the Association, however, who have 
bought cotton elsewhere at a much cheaper rate, are 
now putting their yarns on the market at a price which 
must mean a dead loss to the Association. 

The Association have now obtained from Dr. 
Hotowetz, Minister of Foreign Trade, an assurance 
that for the present no more import licences for cotton 
vil be granted. Further, import licences which have 
‘ready been granted are to be revised by the Minister 
himself, 





GERMAN COMBINATION IN ENAMELLED 
WARE GOODS. 

According to the ‘‘ Frankfiirter Zeitung ’’ the former 
\sociation of German enamelled ware factories which 
tas existed without definite Articles of Association for 
‘number of years was dissolved at a recent meeting. 
hits place a new Confederation of German Enamelled- 
‘ate Works has been founded, its members embracing 
ver 60 factories, representing about 80 per cent. of 
sétmany’s production. The Confederation will control 
ind give information in respect to foreign markets. The 
ist Meeting of the new Confederation agreed to prices 
ng lowered by 20 per cent., so that export prices 
aust be correspondingly lowered. The increases on 
<o0ds of particular quality have also been defined. New 
ees come intc force on 30th September, but only in 
“spect of those contracts in which deliveries will be 
tate before 81st December. 





—_ | 





Exhibitions and Fairs. 
BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1921. 


In the previous articles we have dealt with the advan- 
tages accruing to the British Industries Fair from its 
systematised erouping by trades and its official organisa- 
tion. The services rendered to the invited buyer 
do not, however, end with the mere bringing together 
under one roof of the chief British manufacturers. 
Every possible assistance is given to him in finding the 
particular articles he wishes to buy. The resources of 
the british Government are at his call. 

In the Fair buildings the Department of Overseas 
Trade opens fully staffed offices in order that both 
buyers and exhibitors may obtain authentic information 
on all poimts of importance. Officers of the Depart- 
ment are ready to answer inquiries as to tariffs in all 
parts of the world. A special staff gives information 
‘as to shipping and transport. Officers are prepared to 
wdvise as to the most likely sources of supply, not only 
of the articles included in the Fair, but also of al! 
Gritish productions. Such assistance is of incalculable 
value 








HELPING THE VISITOR. 

The Department’s help does not stop with advice and 
information. Material arrangements are made for the 
buyer’s'comfort and assistance at the Fair. Interpreters 
are provided for his use free of charge. Special writing 
rooms are set apart for his convenience, where he can 
carry on his correspondence. Special Post Offices dea 
with his letters and telegrams. Restaurants and tea 
rooms make it unnecessary for him to leave the Fair 
buildings to get his meals. 

The visitor to the Fair also receives valuable assist- 
ance from the manner in which the catalogues of the 
I'air are produced. Instead of being mere lists of the 
names of the exhibitors, they are books of reference 
in Which he can find in his own language a classified 
index of every article exhibited. Supplementary pages 
contain tables of English and foreign weights and 
measures compared ; and the moneys of all the principal 
countries are compared with their English equivalents. 

The catalogues are not sold, but are handed gratis to 
all visitors to the Fair from overseas. Their contents 
serving as they do, as books of reference for the vear, 
and consulted regularly in all parts of the world. are 
edited with expert knowledge by selected officers of the 
Department of Overseas Trade and the local committees. 

WHERE TO ENQUIRE. 

Euyers from overseas who wish to visit the Fair should 
apply as early as possible to the nearest British Consul 
from whom they will be able to secure full information. 
On their arrival in England it would be to their advan- 
tage to communicate at once with the Secretary, British 
Industries Fair, 85, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.. 
or, should the Fair have commenced, at The White City, 
Shepherd’s Bush, London, W.14. 

Full details of the Birmingham Fair may be obtained 
on application to the General Manager, British Indus- 
trial Fair, Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street, 
Birmingham. 

For the Glasgow Fair enquiries should be addressed 
to J. M. Freer, Esq., Kelvin Hall, Glascow. 

BUSINESS EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION IN 

BIRMINGHAM. 

The Department of Overseas Trade will be repre- 
sented by an Officer of the Department at the Business 
Ifficiency Exhibition to be held in the Bingley Hall, 
Birmingham, from 9th to 18th September. The officer 
in charge of the Department’s Stand will be prepared 
to interview visitors and explain the work of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, and to deal’ with enquiries 
respecting the extension of Overseas Trade, and similar 
matters. | 

The Exhibition, which is organised by the Birming- 
ham Chamber of Commerce, will supply the latest 
information respecting Scientific Works, Factory Ccest- 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





ing, Transport, Office Organisation and Equipment, 
Publicity and Selling Schemes, and any features or 
schemes that have for their object better organisation 
in the production and distribution of soods, 

TOOL AND 
EXHIBITION. 

The Machine Tool and Engineering Exhibition at 
Olympia, from 4th to 25th September, represents a 
great collective effort on the part of the British Machine 
Tool Trade to demonstrate to the world the manu- 
facturing resources of the Machine Tool Trade and the 
variety, quality and design of the machine tools »nanu- 
factured in the United Kingdom. 

It is hoped that as a result of the very widespr ar] 
publicity which has been given to the Exhtoition all 
over the world, a very large number of foreign and 
colonial engineers will visit the Exhibition, and that 
one of the results will be the restoration of the export 
trade to those Deen seriously 


THE MACHINE ENGINEERING 


countries where it has dee 
injured as a consequence of the war. 

Important as the overseas markets are, the 
market is, for the moment, perhaps still more im- 
portant from the point of view of the Machine Too! 
Trade. War requirements of engineering products 
were, generally speaking, for very large numbers of 
articles all identically alike, and this accordingly gave 
the engineering industry an opportunity and an incen- 
tive to mass production that it had not previously 
enjoved. It also resulted in a demand on the Machine 
Too] Trade to produce new types of machines of the 
single purpose variety, aml also to produce numbers 
of old types in quantities far greater than have ever 
been produced before, so that the Machine Tool Trade 
also had greater opportunities than before to build its 
products on mass production lines. 

I'he effect of this will be shown to a marked 
degree at the forthcoming Exhibition, because it will 
be found that the bulk of the individual Exhibitors have 
specialised to an extent that few of them contemplated 
before the war, and that they have specialised on 
machines suitable for mass production on the part of 
their customers. 

The student of economics knows that all improve- 
ments in the prosperity of the people are the results 
solely of increased production per head, and at the 
of increased production in the modern world 
stands the machine tool. 


home 
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The Commercial Secretary to the British High Com- 
mission at Constantinople desires to acknowledge the 
receipt of catalogues from numerous British firms 
destined for the British representative at Samsoun. 
Communication with that town is temporarily inter- 
rupted, but the catalogues will be forwarded at the 
earliest opportunity. 





FORTHCOMING£EYFAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GREAT War EXHIBITION— 
May 15th-Oct. 2nd. 
Palace. 

EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART— 
217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. Open throughout the summer 
months. 

BAKERS’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND Attiep TRADERS’ EXHIBITIOX— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades. 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. | 

THe MACHINE Toon AND ENGINEERING ExHIBITION— 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Secretary, 70, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

Business Erricrency ExuiIsiTion— 

September 9th-18th. Birmingham Chamber of Com- 
merce, 95, New Street. 

GROCERS’, PRovis1on DeaLers’, & ALLIED TRADERS’ Exn.BiTION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. 
Trades, Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31. Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C.4. 


Address to Secretary, Crystal 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FAIR— 
October 4th-9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islingty 
Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,” ¢ 
Finsbury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe x 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL MorTrorR VEHICLE EXHIBITION— 
October 14th-23rd, at Olympia. Organised py th 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Lig 7 
Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 
INTERNATIONAL Motor EXHIBITION— 
November 4th-13th, at Olympia and the White (iy 
Organised by the Society of Motor Manufacturers a 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall. London, S.W.1. 7 
LaunDRY TRADES EXHIBITION— 
November 7th-24th, at Roval Agricultural Hall. Isling. 
ton, ‘ 
THe CycLte AND Moror-CycLte SHow— 
November 29th-December 4th, at Olympia. — Organi 
by the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ ial 
Traders’ Union, Ltd... The Towers. Coventry, e 
GLASGOW SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 
EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, Nov. 8th-Dee. 4th. 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 
Toy AND Fancy Goons EXHIBITION— 
King’s Hall, Manchester, January 3rd-14th, 199]. 
iRiTisH INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
February 21st to March 4th, 1921. 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION 
London, June, 1921. 


Apply J. M. Fre 





OVERSEAS. 
ANTWERP FETES— 
May to October. 
VENICE ART EXuIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th tp 
October 3lst, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palas 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Muy. 
cipio), Venice. | 
LILLE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Merz NAtrionaL Exu1BITIlIoNnN— 
July 22nd to September 26th. 
Journal,’ March 18th.) 
ELECTRICAL EXHIBITION— 
At Leeuwarden, Holland, August 14th to September loth 
(International. ) 
CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
August 28th to September 11th, at Toronto. Apply « 
Mr. Walters, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario, 
FREDERICA (DENMARK) FURNITURE FAIR— 
September 5th-15th. 
NORWEGIAN InNDustTRIES FAarIR— 
Christiania, September 5th-12th. 


Address : 21 Rue Arenburg, Antwerp 


(See ‘* Board of Trad 


Burcos (Spain) AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND Tracy 
EXHIBITION— 


September 4th-14th. 

PrRaGcuge Farr— 
September 12th to 28th. 
July 8th.) 

LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE-— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FAtR-— 

October 24th-3lst. Applications to La Direccion General 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30, Barcelona. 

RomME AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 

(See ‘“‘ Journal,’’ June 24th.) 

TRIESTE FAIR— 
September 26th. 
page 95.) 

Lyons Farr— 

October lst-15th. 

TurIn EXHIBITION— 
October, 

MADRID SAMPLE FarIR— 
October. 

Swiss SaMpLeE Farr— ' 

Lausanne. Autumn. 

SHANGHAI— . | 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late ® 
the year. 

AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 

Sydney. January 7th, 1921. 

MILWAUKEE SHOE ExposITION— 

January 10th-13th. 1921. 


(See ‘‘Board of Trade Journal, 


‘ Journal ”’ of 22nd July, 


(See the 


Association of National Shoe 


Retailers. 
CrYLoN Motor SHow— 
Colombo. January 22nd-29th. 


TRADE TOURS. 

Trade Tours are under organisation by the Departmen! of 
Overseas Trade, as follows :— 

To the British Dominions, leaving early in 1921. 

To South America 

To Far East To follow. 

To United States oat 

Full particulars may be had on application to the Depart? 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 


_— 
—— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH IN®DIA., 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The cable received from the Director-General of Commer- 
cial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 24th August, is as under: 








SEASON. 

Rain has fallen fairly generally in North-Eastern, South- 
Western, and Central India. Local in Kashmir, United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Bihar, and South-Kastern 
Madras. | 

CROPS. 

Crop conditions generally good, but more rain required 
in parts tor transplanting rice, steeping jute, and other agri- 
cultural operations. 

RAILWAY SURVEY. 
Churni Bridge-Santipur Railway.—Detailed survey of ten 


miles by Eastern Bengal State Railway sanctioned. 
MARKETS. 


Bombay cotton market easy. Fully good broach, August, 
Rs. 445. Piece-goods market quiet with some retail enquiry 
and steady prices. Calcutta jute market old crop quiet with 
sme business done. Heavy goods steady with strong demand 
for corn sacks. Hessians firm with prices advanced. No 
chango in bank rates. 


INLAND TRADE IN 1918-19. 

Despite the restrictions on the movement of traffic the 
total imports and exports of merchandise for the year end- 
ing 3lst March, 1919, according to the Department ot 
Statistics, India, amounted to 68 million tons, valued at 
Rs. 12 crores 31 lakhs, or an increase of less than half a 
miJlion tons over the preceding year, when the value was 
Rs.10 crores 27 lakhs, of 8 million tons over the pre-war 
quinquennial average, auring which the value was Rs. 
crores, 19 Inkhs. It should be borne in mind that imports 
and exports correspond, as in the inland trade the same 
merchandise appears once as exports from one district, and 
again as imports to another. 

‘The monsoon rains began earlier than usual in 1918-19, 
but were very weak over nearly the whole country outside 
Burma and North-East India. The winter rainfall was also 
greatly defective. These adverse climatic conditions affected 
hoth the kharif (autumn) and rabi (spring) crops. The out- 
turn of tea was the highest on record, but that of other 
crops was, except in a few instances, the worst on record 
during the last decade. 

Imports from up-country into the ports comprise chiefly 
grain and pulse, raw cotton, and oil seeds. Calcutta 
receives also a large quantity of coal and coke, raw jute, 
gunny bags and cloth, hides and skins, and tea; Bombay 
port receives coal and coke, hides and skins, oil seeds, and 
metallic ores, such as manganese; Karachi, raw wool; and 
the Madras ports, hides and skins. 


TRADE OF THE Ports. 


The total quantity of merchandise imported into the ports 
by rail and river during the year under review was 15,473,000 
tons. The share of Calcutta was 48 per cent. of this total, of 
Bombay 27 per cent., of Karachi 15 per cent., and of the 
Madras ports 10 per cent. 

The quantity of raw cotton imported into the ports during 
the year showed a decrease of about 5 per cent., as com- 
pared with 1917-18, and of 23 per cent. as compared with 
the pre-war quinquennial average. Of the total imports, 
Bombay port received more than 85 per cent. 

There was a noticeable decrease in the imports into the 
ports of grain and pulse, which amounted to over 3,211,000 
tons in 1918-19, as against 4,605,000 tons in the preceding 
year, and 3,568.00) tons, the pre-war average. Bombay 
port accounted for nearly one-fourth of the total imports, 
the remainder being divided almost equally between Karachi 
and Calcutta. 

The imports into the ports by rail and river of grain and 
nulse declined from 973,000 tons in 1917-18, to 865,000 tons 
in 1918.19, 

The imports of rice not in the husk into the ports rose 
from 835.000 tons in 1917-18. to 892.000 tons in 1918-19. the 
increase being mainly due to larger exports from Bengal. 

Imports of wheat by rail and river into the ports from 
the interior fel] from 1.859.000 tons in 1917-18 to 887.000 
tons in 1918-19. More than 50 per cent. of the total 
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quantity went to Karachi. The Punjab supplied 44 per 
cent., and the United Provinces 38 per cent. 

The trade in oil seeds having been restricted during the 
war, the imports rose from 719,000 tons in 1917-18 to 874,000 
tons in 1918-19, but still showed a decrease of 843,000 tons 
as compared with the pre-war quinquennial average. The 
quantity ot linseed imported (337,000 tons) was about twice 
that in the previous year, and rape and mustard seed in- 
creased by 24 per cent. to 181,000 tons. 

Imports of coal and coke into the ports by rail and river 
showed a decrease of 813,000 tons, as compared with 1917-18, 
but the quantity exceeded the pre-war average by 140,000 
tons, or 3 per cent. 

There was an increase in the imports of raw jute into the 
ports as compared with the preceding year, partly due to 
the relaxation of the restrictions on exports by sea. Imports 
into Calcutta rose by 56,000 tons, or 7 per cent., when com- 
pared with 1917-18; but when compared with the pre-war 
average, the decrease was 197,000 tons, or 19 per cent. 

[Imports of gunny bags and cloth slightly increased in 
i918-19 to 446,000 tons, as against 426,000 tons in 1917-18, 
and an average of 203,000 tons for the pre-war quinquennial 
period. 

Imports of hides and skins rose from 97,000 tons to 124,000 
tons, and were above the pre-war average, which was 91,000 
tons. 

Total imports of tea declined from 157,000 tons in 1917-18 
to 134,000 tons in 1918-19. The quantity exported by sea 
also fell in 1918-19, 

The decrease in the imports of metallic ores (chiefly man- 
ganese ore) into the ports from the interior from 439,000 tons 
in 1917-18 to 394,000 tons in 1918-19, was due mainly to 
smaller exports from the Central Provinces and Berar. 

There was a decline in imports of raw wool into the ports 
from 36,009 tons in 1917-18 to 25,000 tons in 1918-19, the 
pre-war average being 22,000 tons. 

Exports INLAND FROM Ports. 

The total exports inland from the ports to the interior 
were 4,747,000 tons in 1918-19, as against 4,189,000 tons in 
1917-18, and 5,236,000 tons the pre-war average. 

Exports by rail and river of Indian cotton piece-goods 
from the ports increased from 40,000 tons in 1917-18 to 
3,000 tons, but those of foreign piece-goods declined from 
146,000 tons in 1917-18 to 97,000 tons in 1918-19. Exports 
from Calcutta of foreign piece-goods decreased from 54,000 
tons to 38,000 tons, but those of Indian piece-goods remained 
almost stationary. 

Exports of cotton twist and yarn, both foreign and Indian, 
decreased from 67,000 tons in 1917-18 to 63,000 tons in 
1918-19, as against 51,000 tons the pre-war average. 

Exports of sugar, both refined and unrefined, increased 
from 382,009 tons in 1917-18 to 412,000 tons in 1918-19. The 
pre-war average was 516,000 tons. 

Exports of kerosene oil from the ports decreased from 
265,000 tons in 1917-18 to 213,000 tons in 1918-19. 

The total exports inland of salt from the ports during 
1918-19 declined by 23,009 tons, as compared with 1917-18, 
and by 141,000 tons as compared with the pre-war quin- 
quennial average. 

Kxports by rail and river of rice (not in the husk) 
increased from 334,000 tons in 1917-18 to 785,000 tons in 
1918-19, the pre-war quinquennial average heing 235,000 
tons, 

The movement of railway plant and rolling stock from 
the ports to the interior by rail and river decreased from 
92,000 tons in 1917-18 to 85,000 tons, or by 8 per cent. 
As compared with the annual average of the pre-war quin.- 
quennium, the decrease was 263,000 tons, or 76 per cent. 
The reduction was partly due to the non-supply of British 
material, owing to the congestion in the workshops in the 
United Kingdom on account of munition work, and partly 
to the curtailment of all but immediately necessary expendi- 
ture in India. 

Trade in wrought iron and stéel was much restricted on 
account of the cessation of imports by sea from Belgium 
and Germany. The exports of these articles from the ports 
by rail and river to the interior during the year under 
review were 169,000 tons, as against 187,000 tons in 1917-18. 
and 516,000 tons representing the average of the five years 
immediately preceding the war. 


CANADA. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS 
IN ONTARIO. 


(From F. W. Field, H.M. Tradg Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 
The following are the views of a Toronto banker upon 
trade conditions and prices in Ontario in July, the informa- 
tion having been gathered from his customers: — 
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“Buying has been greatly reduced since the Armistice 
because the thousands of munition workers, soldiers’ wives in 
receipt of allowances, and soldiers in receipt of bonuses, have 
ceased to be a factor as such. Wholesale trade is inclined to 
be quiet, especially in some lines of dry goods, leather, and 
boots and shoes. Part of this is seasonal, but part is also 
due to changed conditions. Japanese silks have come down, 
but English and Swiss silks have held up well. Woollen mills 
are pretty well filled up with orders received some time ago 
at the high prices, and these orders, except those cancelled, 
will be filled at the high prices. What will happen atter 
that, we will have to wait and see. 

‘People are taking a saner view of the whole situation, and 
are not, spending so recklessly as before, but it does not look 
as if there would be any rapid decline in prices. The fact 
that we have entered on the readjustment gradually is most 
encouraging for our financial position. A peculiar develop- 
ment is that in the large stores there has been active trade 
in some departments and quiet in others. Furniture and 
sporting goods, for example, have been in demand, while 
men’s clothing has been dull.” 

The importance of the crops is also emphasised by an 
officer of another house who !ooks for a resumption of normal 
trade in the near future, provided a good crop yield is 
realised. 

Two months ago the pessimism and apprehension which 
obtained in the markets of the United States was partially 
reflected here, but a change is evident not only in the dry 
goods trade, but in everything else. The price cutting in the 
United States and the luxury taxes in Canada were the two 
factors which affected Canadian trade, but the effect of both 
has now been largely discounted. 

Caution generally seems to be the byword, and efferts are 
being made to curtail extravagance and speculation where 
they exist. Money is reported by credit men to be tight, and 
long-established retailers are asking for extensions to a 
greater degree than for some time. This apparently reflects 
eurtailed purchases by the public. <A satisfactory autumn 
business is anticipated, provided, as stated above, the growing 
crops make a good harvest. 

In Ontario the wholesale grocery trade has been active 
during the month, and prices firm. Dry goods, boots and 
shoes, men’s and women’s wear trades, have been quiet. 
Wholesalers report many lines coming forward from the 
factories more freely than in the past, but prices remain 
firm in most lines. There is a tendency to lower prices in 
boots and shoes. The retail trade in Ontario country points 
is reported to be fairly good, but in the larger cities trade 
is not up to the usual average for this time of year. 

Manvracturers’ Tourtnec TRAIN. 

The Hamilton (Ontario) Chamber of Commerce will send 
a special exhibition train through Western Canada, carrying 
made-in-Hamilton goods. 


HONGKONG. 


REVIEW OF TRADE IN 1919. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation, 
Peking.) 








HoncKonc. 

The Trade and Shipping Returns of Hongkong for 1919 
have been issued by the Statistical Branch of the Exports 
and Imports Office, and are summarised below in continua- 
tion of the information published in the ‘Journal’? of 17th 
June. 

The total value of the trade of the Colony, omitting move- 
ments of Treasure, given in the Annual Returns, is 
£155,793,964, as compared with £158,483,475, the figure 
given previously in the “Journal,” as taken from the four 
quarterly returns. The difference is accounted for by the 
fact that in the Annual Returns no figures are given for the 
value of the sugar candy, raw ond refined sugar imported 
during the year, whereas the return for the fourth quarter, 
1919, gives a total value of £2,687,924 for the imports of 
these commodities during the quarter. 


Suear TRADE. 

In making up the Returns for the whole vear it was felt 
that as no figures were available for the imports of sugar 
during the first three quarters it would be better to omit the 
figures given for the last quarter. The balance of the 
difference between the two gross totals, amounting to £1,587, 
is accounted for by an adjustment of values in certain im- 
ports from Australia. In view of the importance of the 
sugar trade in Hongkong, it is to be reeretted that accurate 
figures are not obtainable for the value of the raw sugar 
imported during the first three quarters of 1919. 

. “alent 

Examination of the auarterly returns shows that the 
quantity imported during the neriod in question was 4.926.86] 
piculs, or approximately 293,265 tons, which, with the 
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import of 658,629 piculs during the fourth quarter, makes, 
total for the year of 332,469 tons. 

An approximate idea, however, of the value of the trad 
may be obtained from the following table, which is based q 
figures for raw white sugar supplied by one of the princip,) 
sugar brokers in the Colony :— 


Amott Average Average Sterling 
imported value per rate of value, 
Piculs. Picul. exchange. 
March Quarter 1,588,256 $10 3/22 £2,564,37 
June - 873,093 S144 3/43 2,149,536 
September ,, 2,465,512 S24) 3/8% 9, 168,629 


£ 13,882,599 

The value of the raw sugar imported during the lag 
quarter is given as £2,049,640, so that the total value of 
raw sugar imports during 1919 may be put approximately a 
£16,000,000, the total value of the trade of the Colony 
heing correspondingly increased. 


IMPORT TRADE. 


The total value of the imports during 1919, as shown py 
the Annual Returns, excluding Treasure, is £68,058,888 and 
the following tables will enable a comparison between the 
trade of 1919 and 1918 to be arrived at: — 


(a) PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF IMPORT: 
1919. 1918. Increase or 
decrease, 

£ £ 


United Kingdom 5,124,292 4,439,223 + 685,069 


French Indo-China in 13,451,740 15,289,275  — 1,737.53 
Japan, Korea and Formosa 9,657,777 *9,819,271 — }6)4% 
China - ae i. 9,212,446 19,361,793 -~— 49347 
Br. Dominions, ete. .. 13,272,235 8,130,918 + 5.041317 
U.S. America .. 7” a , 8,630,120 8,348,054 + 289.6% 
Siam .. st i = .. 4,765,442 3,997,935 + LIGTAN 
Netherland East Indies 2,964,149 1,320,943 + 1,643,906 





* Excludes Formosa. 








+ Includes Formosa. 


j 
(b) PrrycrpaLt ARTICLES OF ImpPpoRT AND Princirat Countries or Orion 


1919. 1918. Country. 
£ £ 
Chinese Medicine 2,795,808 1,982,863 North China. 











Fr. Indo China, 
Japan and Formosa, 
{ Australia, North 


China. 


Fish and Fishery Products _1,814,440 1,967,065 


Wheat flour 1,109,825 436,576 








Rice .. 7 12,729,224 12,910,838 Fr. Indo-China, Siam. 
Foodstuffs: Misc. .. .- 2,380,656 2,767,852 fNorth China, US 
| America. 
Coal .. - ss .- 3,119,909 2,502,714 Japan. 
Tin .. «. -. « S086060 oneness ("= ieeetunem 
States. 
Machinery and Engines, in- - a 
“in __2 ‘ Ss } 
cluding Electrical Acces- } 706,971 760,512 Fe ‘S. America, United 
. 2 Kingdom. 
sories - . 
Metals: Iron and Steel 2535,799 4,404,481 + U-S.America, United 
\ Kingdom. 
Pea Nuts... - 792,899 964,936 North China, 
{ Netherland —_ East 
Kerosene .. ‘“ .. 4,248,390 1,606,452 Indies, U.S. 
America. 
state , : ; ~ 99 United Kingdom, 
Piece-goods : Cottons 3,175,844 3,865,128 | Japan, North China 
- " Woollen 281,724 337,375 United Kingdom, — 
' "9 980 not North China, U.S. 
Tobacco 1,072,762 available America. 
Motor Cars .. 112,176 71,904 U.S. America. ? 
— . - - United Kingdom, 
Wearing Apparel 548,974 581,593 Fiera US. America 
Gunny Bags 569,623 314,267 = India. 
Matches 815,626 700,662 Japan. 
Paper Ware 321,050 169,687 Japan. -_ 
‘ P ” F.M.States & Nether- 
Rattans wi 240,642 165,507 land East Indies 
Sandalwood 289,988 683,482 Australia, F.M. States 
Yarn (Cotton) 9,243,107 5,404,943 India, Japan. 


TRADE WitH Britisa DomINIONS. 


The most noticeable feature of tabie (a) is, of course, the 
enormous increase in imports from British Dominions. 
Practically the whole of this increase is accounted for by 
imports of cotton yarn from India, which reached a value 
of £6,812,034 in 1919, as compared with £2,655,423 in 1918. 
It is interesting also to note that the import of cotton yart 
from the Straits Settlements and Federated Malay States 
was valued at £18,422 in 1919, as against £15 in 1918. 

Other items in which an increase is shown are as follows: 


(c) L918. 1919, "Increase. 
£ £ bj 
Wheat flour (Australia) o* 192.967 615,682 422,715 
Condensed Milk (Australia) 22,959 113.130 90), a 
Tin (Anstralia) + - 392 11.674 11.15- 
Tin: F.M. States 10.596 787.177 773,581 
Pepper - ~ “ - 129.221 222.070 92.849 
Mineral Oils be 83 644 157.081 73 437 
Gunny bags: India , 220 477 267.729 128.06 
F.M. States 67 969 166 027 98 S 


Rice, Burmah.. 21,275 273,543 


— 


$1,945,293 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADI —continued. | 
| 
, , | ; 
On the other hand, a decrease is seen In various imports | they increased from £15,449 to £82,225. Imports under the 
akes from British egg oe more important of which are | heading of metals—chiefly iron and steel bars—from the 
shown in the table given velow : — | United States fell from £3,893,744 to £1,732,105, while from 
trade a) 191 _ 7 | the United Kingdom they increased from £266,268 to 
al (d) . _ verease | £945,000 
sed on £ £ £ | — 
NCipal Sandalwood : Australia 588,102 198,119 389,983 
Pea nuts: F.M. States 696,226 14,237 681,989 EXPORT TRADE. 
Reche de Mer: Australia 81,604 53,865 27,739 Neel 7 , , 
ling ‘eather, Sole 5s te 39,861 30,210 9651 | ealing now with exports which, excluding treasure, 
™ Fishery products: Canada ns 30,750 5,294 25,456 | totalled £87,735,076, as against £69,933,974 in the previous 
64,37) Chinese a & Ceylon oe a cane year, the following tables will serve to show a comparison 
svi , ¢ 2V ‘ e yd u y ) e va) TOO . ) 
19,536 Nuts: India one ‘gunn “rear a on aR oak gh between the vear 1919 and 1918:— 
Y,036 Paraffin Wax: India and Ceylon 20.965 3.684 17,281 
8,622 , 35,232 1,12 24,111 | sieeeiiames 
a Vegetable Oil . . 35,23: tah sae COUNTRIES OF EXPORT. 
Re: Jadestone : Burmah 67,943 25,545 42,398 1919 1918 hot 
—_— Diamonds: F.M. States 13,128 = 53,128 | — _— pr enna 
> las Hardwood: Br. North Borneo 235.466 171,292 _ 64,174 | 7 - ¢ ¢ eee 
ue of ype | United Kingdom 2,698,813 1,112,381 + 1,586,432 
ely at ¢ 1.456.205 French Indo-China ‘4 6,445,064 5,854,345 + 590,719 
ol : . a” Japan, Korea and Formosa 9,837,090 1,494,483 + 5,342,607 
_ [t will be noticed that the imports from French I ndo- China - {5.216.950 37,011,396 L 8,205,554 
China show a decrease of £1,737,585; practically the whole British Dominions 11,137,037 7,549,445 + 3,587,592 
; ; ; ., ITS Ameria 7e > 90% 1 ‘ > 
of this is accounted for by the decrease in rice imports, con- ‘S. America .. £,376,940 8,293,f8l  — 3,416,541 
sequent on the embargo enforced by the I'rench authorities, PRINCIPAL ARTICLES OF EXPORT 
rn in which fell from £10,076,584 in 1918 to £8,556,379 in 1919. 1919. 1918. Principal Countries 
, and The increase in imports from Siam is due to the increased to which exported. 
1 the export of rice from that country, which rose 1n value from x © FM. States. Neti 
19 RE QF . ( , V6 65 > “ye ° ( ( ; *. wk. ocates, i e 1er- 
£2 769,085 In 1918 to £3,606,433 mn 1919, Cement 440,045 533,950 land East Indies, 
In the case of the Netherland East Indies the increase is China. 
aa chiefly due to the following articles: —Kerosene £1,113,189, Camphor .. _— a 607,362 23,423 U.S. America. 
1. as compared with €510,792 in 1918; liquid fuel £335,846, as Cassia (Kwongs2i) 268,633 102,072 yt eee, aes 
| compared with £164,871; tin slabs-ingots £507,827, as com- Glues 188.923 146.836 — 
= ° 1e7 Re P 29 fF caw LIRA O27 ac ar A: ad AP 1 a yo . _ 
“yr pared gg 621, and pal afin wax £158,237, as compared = medicine (other).. 1,832,134 1,573,082 China, Fr. Indo-China 
15 . a4 . : ain aon pala es yaar ty? 
37, with £57,122. ndigo (vegetable) 256,975 171,791 North China. 
1,494 Beans Pre, & FeV 1R7 . N Y Chi 
38 —_ en ; Bs ae an: we - én 751,540 567,167 F. M. States, S. China, 
_" Direct Imports FROM UNitEp KINGpom. Fish and fishery products 2,071,383 1,871,060 China, U.S. America. 
yvli . ° . . ’ + . ye . 
9.066 Dealing now with on age from the { nited King- | Rice.. iP zs .. 13,542,864 11,613,413 Bor a 
7 Fi"; 4 oC c ¥ - rs » ; } ‘ "¢ "e@ "< H Ss } x —™sé - ’ ~™ = " we 
Hes dom, the follow ing table show S t - comparative values in Sugar (raw).. 2,973,241 973,134 China and Japan. 
3,206 1919 and 1918 of the principal articles :— (refined) 8,210,483 6,904,551 China and India. 
= Metals — 
Ono. LOTS, Increase or [ron and Steel Bars 317,178 826,888 China, Fr. Indo-China 
; decrease. Tin Slabs and Ingots 1,761,871 4,551,303 China. 
s £ £ £ Peanuts 548,414 1,262,735 S. China. 
IGIN Building materials on oe + 43,326 Kerosene 3,681,687 1,965,756 S. China. 
Chemicals 23,305 64,075 + 59,229 7 . — ; » {U.S. America, F.M. 
Hardware , i 2,225 15,449 + 66,776 Peanut Oil 827,966 360,643 | States, 
Liquors, Intoxicating v i 135,827 Not available. . setae U. Kingdom, U.S. 
1a, Machinery and Engines 223,992 359,630 — 135,638 Wood Oil .. i -. 379,379 421,582 { Aseosion. 
08a, Metals .. , 945,000 266,268 + 678,752 } tece-goods— 
th Paints .. 152.177 60,062 + 92,915 Unbleached Cottons 934.994 520,462 +S. China. 
Piece-goods : | Bleached Cottons 1,192,736 868,353 China. 
iam. Unbleached Cottons 449,126 268,037 Light Cotton Fancies 625,959 502,599 China. 
US. Bleached Cottons .. 799,787 444,923 ‘‘ashmeres, Italians, Vene- 
Light — Fancies 125,215 329,218 tians, ete. - .. *2,.854,278 *1,946,034 China, Japan. 
Italians, Venetians, ete. 488,376 1,227,669 *Included in this figure are | Fr. Indo-China, F.M 
° - ~~ > - : 7 = . : >) A? 9 . a, oitke 
PM, Prints 79.157 66,802 Dyed,Plain Cottons .,  1-920,442 699,662 { States. 
Woollens 259,021 301,624 Prints i ea , 116,394 150,585 China. 
Mixtures ta sia ; 5,363 21,259 Woollens 344,939 150,679 8S. China, Japan. 
ited Jute (Hessi: loth 26 - . Ae . oh: 
jute (Hessian cloth) ei ‘od 361 171 Mixtures 7.070 10,809 SS. China. 
| Silk Pieceegoods - 1,283 74,001 India, Fr. Ind o-China 
ited Silk goods (unclassified) 4,643 2,612 Silk Piece-goods 1,834,363 1,220,138 Netherland East 
2212,992 2,730,916 — 513281 © | Tobucco— sgnainetee 
bast Cigarettes 97,004 not available. F.M. States, * South 
.. coe apparel 174,219 161,041 + 13,178 — 1.441.105 / not China, Netherland 
Sundries :— —— REESE 1 available East Indies, Fr 
om, Bedsteads (metal) hs 19,195 4,054 +- 15,141 | Indo-China. ; 
na, Belting, Machine ae 15,040 13,683 + 1,357 Prepared (native) 786,085 ‘~ F.M. States. 
€ Cordage (other than rope) 18,834 3,574 + 15,260 R oo F.M. States, United 
18 Cotton, Sewing... 75,010 61,148 + 13,862 -  — + oS ” Kingdom. 
Electrical Accessories ' 20,742 8,168 + 12,574 Wearing Apparel 1,068,921 815,255 “China, F.M. States. 
lectric wire and cables .. 22,733 1450 + 21,253 Sundries — 
m, Haberdashery o “A ‘ 20,828 19,809 + 1,019 ; North China, Fr 
ica Manures (Chemical and Mineral) 18,636 4 + 18,632 funny Bags 169,642 565,563 Indo-China, 
Paper, Foreign 16,477 9117 + 7,360 China Ware (coarse and | | 
Photographic Cloods 14.997 11.839 + 3,158 fine) .. «eee ~~ 204,287 191,629 + r. Indo-China, U.S. 
Soap, Common 60,664 62.779 + 2,115 America, Slam. 
eI » Fancy and toilet 12,410 6,121 + 6,289 Cosmetics and Perfumery 362,108 224,587 North China. 
Teols, Hand 32,672 8,668 + 4,004 ‘FM. States, U.S. 
tes Yarn, Cotton 30,32 1 12,802 17,519 Mirecrackers 430,424 284,633 America, Fr. Indo- 
China. | 
Under the heading of machinery and engines, the value Hices : (‘uffalo) 176,163 —— 7 
6 . ° ° . . e ° e ' 71S AYO 195.405 — re 
he of “engines, internal combustion and plants” imported in - 3 sin oe Pin { vvite Kingdom, 
> Wand eed} . > ~—— . . \g < 6, ct oe Vg & a ” ta. a ‘ ° 
v 1919 was only £5,173, as against £185,798 in the previous (sheep) 156.728 53.993 ) E:M. States, China? 
by year; on the other hand machine tools rose in value from .. (horse, ass and mule) 9,332 7,629 | vagen. 
Md {851 to £42,364. The increaso under tho heading of metals _ s and skins (other).. 101,353 96.953 
. : P ‘ - * E, td 4 4 Ss " I 86.6 iD 702,43 thi < 
Q 8 an all-round increase due, of course, to the possibility of a ‘or Sane ita Siam 
ne : See Matche ei av 710.7 548,296 Sou tina, Siam. 
. obtaining stocks consequent on the end of the war, but it Mats and Matting 587 574 398,155 Japan 
‘ ’ aac > e gre e UO, bre v« c . 
Ks should also be noted that the figures for 1919 include a sum Rattan 981.65] 194.904 J China, Japan and U.S. 
Ts hand e ° ° ° e ‘ < e Ue es PPTL Ss 4 ° 
of £218,778 for quicksilver (mercury), which is not included America, 
6 in the imports from the United Kingdom in 1918. The aces ane pr gen —— ae 
import ae : Q 7 i. pret : Silk (raw) 341,756 257,052 ndia. 
whee t of this article in 1918 amounted to £147,232, of Yarn (cotton) 9,244,807 5.476.742 China, Fr. Indo-China 
a imports to the value of £137,443 came from North 
ina, An examination of the above will show an increase in 
exports to all principal countries except the United States 


Some small comfort is to be obtained from the fact that 
in hardware and metals the halance hetween the imports 
from the United Kingdom and those from the United States 
of America begins to show a favourable tendency. Imports 
" hardware—the chief item being iron and steel nails— 
“9 the United States of America fell from £471.158 in 
mS, to £282.860 in 1919, while from the United Kingdom 


of America. 


In the case of Japan the large increase is in 


the export of rice, which rose from £2,463,395 in 1918, to 
chief in- 
creases are shown in sugar, tin slabs and ingots, and kero- 
sene. The British Dominions show an increase in exports to 
India of silk piece-goods and raw silk; to the Straits Settle- 


£6,401,811 in 1919. 


In the case of 


China, the 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continuwed. 





ments and Federated Malay States of beans, wheat flour, 
tin slabs and ingots, kerosene, peanut oil, dyed plain 
cottons and matches; to the West Indies, of rice. 

In the case of the United States of America the exports 
from Hongkong of tin slabs and ingots fell from £3,]02,790 
in 1918 to £128,386 in 1919. 

Direct Exrorts to UNITED KINGDOM. 
Direct trade with the United Kingdom shows an increase 
of exports in the following articles :—- 


i919, 191s, lnerease. 
£ L L 
Camphor - 31,777 3Y 31,738 
Cassia (Kwongsai) .. Ss se 98,992 6,389 92,603 
Sugar (retined) $44,458 45,924 398,504 
Ginger .. ee : 162,569 13.869 148,700 
Jams and Preserves .. 169,531 21,511 148,070 
Peanuts ee i. ea - 67.893 2,733 65,120 
Lard _ = pas ‘s ss 202,857 144,295 58.562 
Wood Oil - 195,877 54,909 140.968 
Vegetable Oils (other) 174,169 8,463 165,706 
Tobacco, raw . L75,301 not available. 
Sundries 
Canes a - a - S328 1 is] 3,050 
Feathers (duck and fowl) .. ss 79,657 15,932 63,725 
Hides (cow).. LOS, 584 S6,015 19,371 
Rattans 10,3653 1,154 +209 
GENERAL, 


The following notes on the general trade otf the port 
during 1919, have been furnished by the General Chamber 
of Commerce. 

{xchange opened at 3s. 4d., dropping steadily till towards 
the middle of March it stood at 3s. 03d., when a steady anc 
rapid rise set in, and on 28th August 4s. was registered, 
from which time the rate continued jumping until on 15th 
December 2d. was reached. The rate then fell away to 
4s. 103d. on the last banking day of the year. 

YARN. 

The general tendency was towards higher prices, and new 
record levels were witnessed for the higher counts, opening 
at about 215 dols. for No. 10's, and 250 dols. for No. 20's, 
With exchange at 220, the value of No. 10’s suffered a com- 
paratively slight drawback in May of about 10 dols., while 
those of No. 20’s appreciated 10°15 dols. per bale, exchange 
then standing at 210. Thereafter No 10’s advanced to 250 
dols. and remained in that vicinity throughout the period. 
In the case of No. 20’s, however, unprecedented advances 
took place, bringing up the values in June to 290 dols., in 
September to 335 dols., and thenceforward to the end of the 
year to 355 dols., exchange then being 210. 

The record appreciations in the high counts were due to 
the shortage of yarn available from Japanese mills for 
export, as a result of great expansion of their cloth output 
for various markets, as also the boycott instituted in China 
against Japanese goods. A strong demand for cloth through- 
out the world was the dominant feature, and both manu- 
facturers and traders of cotton voods gvenerally experienced 
a very prosperous time. 


= 


os. 


Pirce-Goops 

Lancashire mills held out with their high prices till March, 
when it became apparent that they must either accept over- 
seas orders at approximately the prices over-seas markets 
were willing to pay, or they were faced with the alternative 
of closing down the mills. As a consequence, many mills 
accepted orders at a loss in order to keep going. This state 
of affairs, however, did not last long, as it also soon became 
apparent that it was a case of ‘Greek playing off against 
Greek.”’ 

While the mills were holding out for what now proved to 
have been very moderate and reasonable prices, the whole 
world, and China in particular, had been keeping back orders 
for much-needed supplies, hoping vainly that the end of the 
war would be followed by a general fall of prices to pre-war 
levels. Thus it came about that in March Shanghai was 
compelled to start the ball rolling by buying heavily, and 
this particular port has continued to buy freely ever since. 
Shanghai was soon followed by other Chinese centres, and by 
May-June all the chief markets of the world had begun to 
pour in orders to Lancashire and Yorkshire. With such a 
state of affairs there has naturally been a persistent rise in 
cotton values. In fact, the sterling prices as now quoted 
would, in the ordinary course, be quite beyond the purchas- 
ing power of the native population. Had it not been for 
the continued rise in exchange which off-sets the increased 
values at home, the market would have been a verv poor 
one all the vear. Exchange has helped matters more than 
anything. We are inclined to think that recent buying has 
been rather overdone, and the inevitable slump will take 
place as soon as goods arrive a little more freely and begin 
to pile up in godowns, The Japanese boycott is also civing 
a fillip to many cloths which Lancashire was beginning to 
despair of ever making again for China. We think the vear 


| 
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1919 will be remembered as a good one by most people 
interested in the import of cottons. It has, however, jo 
been without its difficulties. One of the chief sourees 
irritation has been the persistent cable delays causing yp. 
told loss to merchants and dealers, and _ introducing 
altogether unwelcome’ extra-speculative elements into 3 
business which, at the best of times, is fraught with specula. 
tion, 
WooLLeENs. 

Owing to the high prices ruling in the United Kingdoy 
and the adverse rates of forward exchange, it was almog 
impossible to do a large business in the cloth usually jp. 
ported to this market. Distant delivery also prevents 
business finding its way into the books in many instaneg 
Until prices recede to a parity more in line with pre-wy 
rates, we cannot confidently look forward to a resumption 9 
business to any great extent. 

SuNDRIES. 

The trade not yet having got into full after-war swing 
many difficulties seemed to present themselves, and the chie 
obstacle to a satisfactory trade has been the ever-increasing 
cost of manufactured articles, due to the continual deman¢ 
put forth by workers for increased wages, and to the higher 
cost of living all round. Deliveries have been very yp. 
certain owing mainly to lack of shipping facilities. — 

Progress has been made with American sundries, but the 
business has been interfered with greatly by strikes ani 
resulting delays. Also the unfavourable rate of exchang 
quoted for gold dollars has proved an obstacle to trade 
British sundries are beginning to find their way through jy 
increasing quantities, and what must not be lost sight of iy 
comparing British trade with American progress is the fac 
that many of the American goods are very showy, and ar 
of such a nature as to attract a great deal of attention, 
whereas the backbone of British trade consists of more solid 
but less showy articles. 

Motors. 

There was a tendency to slump at the commencement of 
the year, but towards the last quarter, owing to reduction 
of local stocks and difficulty of securing fresh supplies from 
both Great Britain and America the market improved con- 
siderably. The completion of new roads in the new terr- 
tory and around the island will be a decided encouragement 
to intending purchasers. 

METALS. 

The metal market, as far as dealers are concerned, had 
slack vear as a result of the Armistice. Previous to that the 
market was gradually weakening out, but as soon as the 
Armistice was signed the dealers cancelled contracts, During 
the middle of the vear prices commenced fluctuating in an 
amazing manner, and even up to the present day, althoug’ 
the market is livening up somewhat, no fixed buying or 
selling prices have been settled. 

Soy. 

Prices which stood in the beginning of the year at 35 dok. 
per cask, dropped gradually and closed towards the end 0 
the year at 25-50 dols. 

Owing to shipping difficulties and the high exchange vers 
little business was done. 

Woop Ort. 

The vear started with prices at about 22 dols. per picil 
the market then went slowly down till the middle of Mar. 
when 19°50 dols. was quoted. 

From this time a steadier tone prevailed and prices wet! 
up regularly till October, when the dealers were asking 27°) 
dols. Towards the end of the year prices declined t0 
22 dols. 

A good deal of business was done with America and Europe, 
but some exporters were in an unfortunate position when, 
with a very strong market, some of their Chinese dealers 
could not fulfil their contracts. 


Grounp Nots. 

The year opened with prices for unshelled at 9°60 dos. 
and shelled at 11-80 dols. per picul, and a fair amount 0 
husiness was done at gradually rising prices up till the end 
of the season, viz., about September, when quotations wer 
respectively 15 dols. and 16°50 dols. | 

When the new crop arrived in October dealers were asking 
11:50 dols. and 13 dols. Some business seemed to hare 
been done in ‘shelled,’’? quotations for which stood at the 
close of the year at about 15°50 dols.. but verv little business 
was transacted in ‘‘unshelled.’? Prices of the latter wet 
down, and at the end of the vear 10-80 dols. was quoted. 


BRISTLES. 

For all practical purposes we can consider the export trade 
in these as nil. As foreshadowed in the 1918 report, owl 
to excessive adulteration in that year by dealers, Europea 
and American buvers have lost interest. ‘and without certal! 
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guarantees, which merchants at present cannot 21Ve as 
dealers will not come into line, foreign buyers will not touch 
the South China article. It is true that excessive ‘‘false 
packing’ was not wholly responsible for the lack of trade 
in these, and that overstocks in England and America were 
in a large Measure to blame ; but it is nevertheless certain 
that, unless packers of South China bristles adopt stricter 
standards in their method of packing, this trade will con- 
tinue to lag. 
WEATHERS. 

Exports in these show an increé se over 1918 by nearly 194 
This is accounted for in that freight conditions, 
although unsatisfactory in 1919, were better than the 
previous year, and merchants were able to get tonnage, 
whereas, none or very little tonnage w as procurable in 1918, 
except at exorbitant rates by non-SBritish steamers, which 
made trading in goods of so bulky a nature as this pro- 
ibitive. Notwithstanding the unfavourable sterling rate 
of the dollar for exports, prices ruled high throughout ten 


per cent. 


year. | 
; Exports, LOLY., 


Exports, 1918. 
34.151 piculs, 


11,631 piculs. 
4 little over 50 per cent. ot the exports for 1919 went to 
the United Kingdom. 





EUROPE. 


FINLAND. 


EXPORTS OF MECHANICAL 
PULP AND PAPER—JAN.-JUNE. 


Finland exported 52,467 tons of mechanical pulp (wet, 
dry, and boards) in the first half of the vear, as against 
7418 in the same period of 1919, Exports of chemical pulp 
isulphite and sulphate) amounted to 45,090 tons, as against 
3776 in the first six months of 1919. 

These figures show that Finland is recovering rapidly 
from the stagnation of the war period. The export of paper 
in the first six months of this year amounted to 68,058 tons, 
compared with 2,945 tons in the same period of last year. 








AND CHEMICAL 





ROUMANIA. 
INDEX FIGURE OF COST OF LIVING. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 





BUCHAREST. 


The Statistical Bulletin for Roumania, published, by the 
Director-General of Statistics of the Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce, which shows index numbers of prices current 
in Roumania during the last twenty years, shows that the 
cost of living in 1919 has risen to a figure fourteen times 
above the figure for 1901. 

The normal 100 is taken for the five years 1901 to 1905, 
and in comparison therewith the figure for the six months 
January to June, 1919, is 1,442—over 14 times as much. 

For the five years 1911 to 1915 the index number is 145, 
and the figure for the first six months of 1910 is ten times 
as great, It is remarkable that this tenfoid increase from the 
quinguennial period immediately preceding the war 
is realised even by the vendors of household vegetables 
and necessaries in the market places of Bucharest. These 
people state that the leu of to-day is the equivalent of ten 
bani and should not be considered as leu at all. 

The statistics are compiled for necessaries of life, and 
although the number is not scientifically loaded to allow for 
actual expenditures on such things as clothing and house 
rent, yet the inclusion of cotton yarns, wool, building timber, 
hides, bricks, together with coal, and certain metals, pro- 
bably make of the total a more or less accurate reflex of the 
stupendous increase in the cost of living in this country 
from the years immediately preceding the war up to the 
first six months of last year. Since these figures were com- 
piled further increases have taken place along the whole 
line, . 

The living expenses of an English family living in 
Bucharest do not seem to be adequately reflected, as addi- 
tions must be made for the greater proportion of imported 
sfoceries which form their diet, the greater expenditure 
leessary in proportion on house rent, and_ the greater 
reliance on imported articles of apparel and household equip- 
ment, the increases in the prices of which have been much 
seater than many of the indigenous products. 
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EXPLOITATION OF FACTORIES 

The ‘‘Moniteur Official’? of 13th June published the 
following Decree-Law, No. 2455, authorising the Ministry 
for Industry and Commerce to form a society, with State 
co-partnership, for the exploitation of the factories and 
mines of Reshitza. 

The Decree-Law, which was passed on 8th June, 1920, 
authorises the Ministry of Industry and Commerce to con- 
stitute, together with other persons or societies, a Roumanian 
Joint Stock Company for the exploitation of the lands, mines 
and factories of Reshitza, the property of the Austro- 
Hungarian licensed company of the State Railways, together 
with the State mines and factories of Hunedioara and Cujin. 
This company, with the help of, and according to, the plans 
of the Ministry of War, is to build and equip a factory for 
maunitions and rifles, ete., in a locality to be determined, 
and a special factory for the manufacture of accessories for 
the oil industry. 

The act of constitution and the Statutes of the society 
will be exempt from all formalities required by the Com- 
mercial code for the constitution of joint stock companies. 
The company is also exempt from all registration taxes for 
such societies. 


AND MINES. 


SWEDEN. 


SIGNS OF TRADE REVIVAL. 
(From Herbert Kershaw, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation.) 





STOCKHOLM. 

The consensus of opinion in Sweden is that trade through- 
out the country is at present suffering more or less from 
tagnation, which is attributed to various causes, of which 
perhaps the most important are the tightness of the money 
market and the glut on the market of heavy stocks of goods 
which have been accumulating for some considerable time. 

There is strong presumptive evidence that, as a result of 
the issue some time ago of the important Riksbank circular 
counselling caution in the granting of commercial credits in 
‘order to counteract the inflation of the money market, 
Swedish banks have generally adopted a_ conservative 
attitude, although banks are not hesitating to grant credits 
in the case of legitimate trading. 


Errrcts oF OvER-STOCKTAKING. 
Soon after the Armistice Swedish merchants, as a_ body 
by no means short of money as a result of lucrative trading 
during the war, commenced to import somewhat heavily, 


and perhaps not altogether wisely, especially from the 
(nited States, and it is considered that there still 


remain to be disposed of fairly large stocks of goods which 
were purchased at enhanced prices during the latter part 
of 1919 and the early part of the current vear. There is, 
therefore, in some lines a glut of produce from the United 
States, and Swedish traders find themselves under the 
necessity of disposing of such produce before launching to 
any considerable extent into importing further from abroad. 
Tt is also generally anticipated that prices will soon come 
down, an idea which has no doubt gained currency owing 
to the fact that there has been already some tendency in 
this direction by reason of the recent introduction of lower 
freight rates. 
AMERICAN AND GERMAN ENTERPRISE. 


Signs are now beginning to manifest themselves that the 
period of reserve on the part of Swedish traders is coming 
to an end, and one mav look forward in the near future to 
more active buving of foreign goods. It is significant to 
observe that owing to the existing high wages many of the 
Swedish textile mills are working only five days a week, the 
reason being attributed mainly to the circumstance that 
prices quoted for Swedish piece-goods are higher than those 
at which the same class of goods from the United Kingdom 
and the United States can be sold. . 

There are also signs that the Swedish public are becoming 
impatient at the desire on the part of Swedish manufac- 
turers to maintain high prices artificially at the expense 
of imported goods, and the Swedish Board of Trade 
announced, in an article which appeared recently in the 
‘‘Handelstidning,”’ that after due deliberation they could 
find no justification for acceding to the demands of the 
representatives of certain Swedish iron and steel industries 
that special restrictions should be imposed on the importa- 
tion of competitive articles into this country. This decision 
is, of course, welcome from the point of view of the future 
development of export trade from the United Kingdom to 
Sweden. 
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British Goops to Re-CapTture THE MARKET. 

There are excellent prospects for the development ot 
United Kingdom trade with this country, providing always 
that the matter is taken up and pushed with real vigour. 
There is without doubt much leeway to be made up, as 
owing to the low value of the mark German manufactures 
are entering the Swedish market in increasing quantities, and 
this trade is pushed to the utmost advantage by the presence 
in this country of a large number of enterprising German 
merchants and travellers, who speak Swedish, and explore 
not only the important centres but also the outlying districts. 

In addition to this it should be borne in mind that, in 
common with their vigorous enterprise after the Armistice 
in every other country, the Americans likewise invaded 
Sweden with the firm determination to capture the market 
for American goods ;.and it must be admitted that. supported 
by well-known American financial institutions, their efforts 
met with much success, a circumstance which is confirmed 
by the considerable number of American firms established 
here, and the large stocks of American goods, such as motor 
cars, motor tyres, coal, proprietary articles, canned and 
preserved foodstuffs, ete. There is every reason to believe, 
however, that the market for American produce is on the 
wane. Not only do American business methods fail to 
appeal to the Swedish mind, but much of the produce sold 
here is quite unsuitable for the Swedish market, and, as 
above indicated, was rashly imported in order to meet the 
great demand for goods which had grown up during the 
war. 

Although there are no immediate prospects of renewed 
activity in foreign buying, it is inevitable that before long 
there will be excellent opportunities for the sale of British 
produce. The best market at present for Swedish timber, 
pulp, and paper, is the United Kingdom, and exceedingly 
good prices are being obtzined for these materials. It is 
understood that payments in respect of this trade will be 
made in September, and the logical sequence ought to be an 
increase in the import of British manufactured goods into 
Sweden. There is no doubt that the well-known quality 
and durability of British merchandise are recognised 
and fully appreciated in this country, and now that normal 
commercial conditions are manifesting themselves, the 
Swedes are looking forward to the substitution of British 
goods for many of the inferior articles which they have 
hitherto been forced to take, but which have had their dav. 


EvIpENCE oF Brittst ADVERTISING. 


A welcome sign is the appearance in the Swedish press 
of advertisements of British firms, and it is to be 
hoped that this excellent form of propaganda will be greatly 
increased and, above all. that it will be followed up by 
personal visits on the part of the principals of the firms 
themselves or their competent travellers. It is agreed on all 
sides that the United Kingdom has, for reasons which are 
too obvious to require explanation, an unparalleled oppor- 
tunity of securing a firm and permanent foothold in Sweden. 


VALUE IN TRADE. 


Swedish commerce is by no means to be neglected, as is 
proved by the official statistics recently issued, showing that, 
during the first half of this vear she imported, amongst other 
goods, about 15,200 tons of textiles (compared with about 
6,000 tens for the same period of 1919); about 1,000,000 tons 
of coal (766,000 tons for the same period of 1919): and that, 
calculating for the same period, she exported 617,000 tons 
of timber, pulp. paper. ete. (308.000 tons in 1919). and 
ahont 1.500 0100 tons of iron-ore (919.000 tons in 1919). 





PERSIA. 


OF MOHAMMERAH (ARABISTAN). 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 
MonAMMERAH. 

The trade of the port of Mohammerah during the Persian 
fiscal year, 21st March, 1918, to 20th March, 1919, amounted 
to £11,433,441, as compared with £8.117,635 during the 
previous year, an increase of £3,315,806, or 40°85 per cent. 

Of this, total imports stood at £4,615,423, showing a 
decrease of £636.939 over those for 1917-18, and exports 
amounted to £6,818.018, as compared with £2,865,273 in the 
preceding veoar. 

The great increase in exports is due mainly to the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company’s heavy exports of refined and crude 
kerosene oil and its products, including shipments on Govern- 
ment account amounting to £5,.752,027. Opium exports also 
showed an increase of £403,092 over 1917-18. Of the total 
metal imports of £701,613, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
took £687,143 in 1918-19. and £577,974 in 1917-18. of a total 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued 


of £098,218. Had it not been for the extensive ope 
carried on by this company, the metal trade of { 
would be negligible. 

Cotton piece-goods still held first place among artic 
imported, although they showed a " vale 


£387,404 over 1917-18. 











Tatiog 
he Dor 


: ~ 
decrease in valye , 


| Port CONGESTION, 

During the greater part of the year under report thy, 
was such a congestion of imported goods at Mohammen) 
due to the great shortage of river transport, that the exis 
ing Customs storage accommodation was inadequate, ait 
was only in the early part of 1919 that this congestion yy, 
relieved, ° . 

SHIPPING. 

74 British ships (110,971 net tons) entered the port, ani 
39 (67,092 net tons) were cleared during the year. oak 
pared with 81 steamers (132,075 net tons) entered. and 4 
(1,55¢ net tons) cleared in 1917-18. The large differen, 
between ships entered and cleared is due to the exdlads 
from the returns of ships which left Mohammerah with 
taking outward cargo for India or other foreign ports ee 
Whose next port of call was a Persian port or a port nde 
Persian Gulf. In addition, 109 oil tankers (327,649 net tons 
entered in ballast, and 110 tankers (332,064 net tons) clears: 
with cargo of kerosene oil and its products in 1918-19 


TRANSPORT TO THE INTERIOR. 

Goods intended for the interior of Persia are shipped " 
country river craft and river steamers to Ahwaz and fy. 
warded thence by caravans to Isfahan, Resht, Tehr» 
Hamadan, Sultanabad, Tabriz, Kasvin, etc. Goods which 
do not arrive ready packed for forwarding by mule. cand 
and donkey caravans are opened up at Ahwaz and repackei 
into smaller packages so as to suit the kind of transport 
animals to be employed. Firms in the United Kingdon 
desirous of shipping goods ready packed for transmission ¢ 
the interior of Persia should therefore bear in mind the 
each package should not exceed 260 Ib. in weight, and tha 
such packages should be of the following dimensions:— 
34in. x 17in. x Il in.:; 32 in. x 15in. x 13 in.: and oo op 
Two such packages make one mule-load. 





JAPAN. 


COMPETITION 
rOODS. 


We give below a summary from Mr. Horne’s Report o 
Japan (Cmd. 912. Price 6d.), of Japan’s chief exports, com. 
petition of which is felt by British goods in overseas 
markets : — 

Cotton TissuEs (OVER YEN 280,000,000). 

As in former years, China is the largest consumer, taking 
over 50 per cent. of the total. British India came second, 
then Asiatic Russia and the Dutch East Indies. The large 
increase in value in 1919 on the figures for 1918 is due 
entirely to advance in prices. 

The export of grey shirtings and sheetings amounted to 
yen 95,000,000, as against ven 83,000,000 in 1918, but the 
quantity decreased from 359 million yards to 300 millions 
Drills and twilled shirtings increased in value from yen 
53,000,000 to yen 58,000,000, but decreased in quantity from 
235 million yards to 184 million. Similar conditions obtained 
regarding cotton flannels and imitation nankeens. Striped 
tissues were fairly stationary in quantity, but nearly 
doubled in value; cotton prints increased in quantity from 
38 million to 46 million yards, and in value from yet 
8,000,000 to nearly yen 13,000,000. Cheap cottons hare 
flourished execcedingly in India, China, the Dutch East 
Indies, and the Philippine Islands, and it is doubtfu 
whether Japan’s progress in this industry will allow Mas. 
chester goods to regain their pre-war markets in some 
those countries to any considerable degree. 

Cotton Yarns (YEN 114,000,000). 

These have shown less activity, partly on account of the 
expansion of the textile industry and partly owing to the 
high prices prevailing. In order to bring down prices the 
export of cotton varn has recently been prohibited excep! 
under licence, and the import duty on foreign yarns has beet 
suspended until 30th November, 1920. The export of cotton 
yarns has decreased by about 50 per cent. within the last 
vear; 64 million kin were shipped, as against 128 million 
kin in 1918. 





EXPORTS IN WITH BRITISH 


Wooten TIssvuks. eee 
These show considerable development in every directi02. 
Thaexnort of cloths and serges has increased in value from 
ven 3.287.000 to yen 4,993,000, and in quantity from ra 
to 1,343,000 vards. Opinions differ with regard to the 
quality of cloth now turned out, but according to certalD 
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local experts it is in some lines, hardly inferior to that 
roduced in the United Kingdom. This is probably an un- 
duly favourable verdict, and in any ase the present cost 
of production is practically equal to British costs, so that 
on the return to normal conditions in England there should 
bo little to fear from Japanese competition. 

SrtK T1IssvEs (YEN 162,476,000), 

By far the greatest consumer of habute is the United 
States, Which took over 1,361,000 kin, valued at 
ven 46,000,000, as against 750,000 kin valued at 
ven 17,000,000 in 1918. All silk prices have ruled high 
during 1919 owing to active business with America as a 
result of war prosperity. Total exports for 1919 amounted 
to 3,136,000 kin in quantity and yen 101,290,000 in value, 
a decrease of 123,000 kin in quantity and an increase of 
yen 31,000,000 in value. Other important consumers were 
Great Britain, France, British India, and Canada. 


Cotton Hostery. 


The growth of the cotton hosiery export has been one of 
the outstanding features of Japan’s war trade. So soon as 
the disappearance of German goods and the curtailed out- 
put of the Nottingham and Leicester mills began to be 
realised, markets looked to Japan for supplies, and special 
machinery was installed in this country to cope with the 
British demand. In 1914 and 1915 the export values were 
yen 8,408,000 and yen 10,718.000, and in 1916 the value 
rose to nearly yen 29,000,000. This was a vear of phenomenal 
shipments to India, China, the Dutch East Indies, South 
Africa, and the United .Kingdom. The cheap output of 
Japan was welcomed on all these depleted markets, and 
vast fortunes were made in Osaka and Tokio, which are 
the centres of the hosiery industry. On 23rd February, 
1917, Great Britain placed a total embargo on the import 
of cotton hosiery, and strong agitations were raised by the 
Osaka manufacturers. In May, 1917, the situation was 
relieved by the admission into the United Kingdom of 50 
per cent. of the imports.of 1916, the year of maximum 
imports from Japan, but in February, 1919, the import into 
the United Kingdom was again entirely prohibited except 
that certain exemptions were made in respect of goods 
shipped or irrevocably contracted for before the date of 
the prohibition rroclamation. The new embargo was the signal 
for further agitations in Osaka, but no relief was accorded 
until Ist September, 1919, when cotton hosiery was put 
on the free list. It is claimed by the industry that consider- 
able and unnecessary losses were occasioned by the restric- 
tive action of the British Government, but the actual returns 
do not offer much support for this contention. Exports have 
continued to increase in value, though the quantities have 
slightly decreased. It was only natural that the supply of 
Japanese goods should decrease when the Nottingham and 
leicester mills were in a position to resume or increase 
their output. The total exports in 1919 were 3,686,000 dozen 
in quantity, and ven 26,004,000 in value: the figures for 
1918 were 4.272.000 dozen, and ven 18,671,000. 

MATCHES. 

This is largely a war-gained export which will probably 
remain, even on the reappearance of British, Swedish and 
other European makes. The export has increased steadily 
since 1914, and nearly trebled in value. In 1914 shipments 
were returned as yen 11.052,254, and in 1918 as yen 
27,742,663; the exports for 1919 amounted to yen 33,000,000 
in value, and 41,550,000 gross in quantity. The best 
quality of Japanese matches compares favourably with 
second quality European manufacture, but the cheaper kind 
would only find favour in countries with a low standard of 
living. Considerable difficulty is being experienced in 
obtaining supplies of sticks, which have been until recently 
exported in considerable quantities. Japan has hitherto 
obtained most of her sticks from the Hokkaido and Siberia. 

GLASSWARE. 

The chief item under glassware is window glass, which 
first hecame important in 1917, when nearly 22 million 
square feet, valued at over yen 3,000,000, were shipped, 
mainly to China, India, Hongkong, and Australia. Before 
the war Japan was a large importer of window glass, and 
even now takes all she can get of Belgium window glass, but 
the quantity available is not large. Exports increased 
slightly in 1918, and last vear became very brisk. The 
returns were 28,714,000 square feet, valued at ven 4.944.000. 
Looking glasses decreased in quantity, but increased in 
value ; they are not of superior quality and go mostly to 
China, Java, and India. Sales of thermos and other flasks 
Were active during the war, but show signs of falling off. 
They are popular on the local market, but it is doubtful if 
they can retain their hold abroad; the chief demand has 
been in China. Canada. Hongkong. and the United Kingdom. 
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There is a strong market for glass bangles, beads, and balis 
in India, where the demand is growing. 

The manufacture of plate glass, especially for railway 
carriages, has made considerable progress during the war, 
but Japan is still dependent on foreign supplies for superior 
glass. 

Toys. 

The Japanese are very skilful in the manufacture of cheap 
toys, and profited largely by the, disappearance of the 
German-made article. The United States of America, Aus- 
tralia, India and China, are the chief customers. In 1918 
the export was valued at over yen 10,000,000, celluloid toys 
being responsible for nearly 25 per cent. of the amount. In 
no branch of her industries has Japan’s faculty for imitation 
been more clearly evidenced. The returns for 1919 show no 
signs of falling off, but the reappearance of German toys 
will probably affect the demand for Japanese manufactures. 

CELLULOID. 

Celluloid is another example of war progress. As Japan 
controls, in lIormosa, the centre of the world’s supply of 
camphor, she is in a particularly favourable position to 
compete in this industry. During the early days of the war 
the Aboshi factory, one of the two largest in Japan, was 
busily employed in making explosives for Russia, and 
the other, the Sakai, found it difficult to meet the domestic 
demand. Numerous small factories sprang into existence to 
supply the shortage, and now there is a brisk export of 
celluloid and its manufactures, chiefly as toys; but the 
decreasing output of camphor in Formosa is causing some 
anxiety to manufacturers. Great Britain and France are 
the largest consumers of Japanese celluloid. The total 
export in 1919 was over a million kin, valued at yen 2,216,000 ; 
the returns for 1918 were 1,012,607 kin, valued at 
yen 1,679,179. 

BRUSHES. 

Brushes, particularly tooth brushes, are increasing their 
hold on foreign markets, especially in the United States and 
Great Britain. In 1918 over  half-a-million dozen hair 
brushes, valued at yen 1,590,000, were shipped abroad, and 
the returns for tooth brushes registered over 8 million dozen, 
valued at yen 7,640;086. The figures for 1919 show an 
export of 370,000 dozen hair brushes, valued at yen 2,331,000, 
and 5,555,000 dozen tooth brushes, valued at yen 6,537,000. 
The centre of the industry is at Osaka. Raw materials are 
obtained mostly from abroad; bristles from China, bones 
from China, the Argentine, America, and Australia. 
Japanese tooth brushes must improve their quality in the 
cheaper article if they are to stand foreign competition. 


Metats AND Metat MANUFACTURES. 

These show a strong tendency to fall away from recent 
prosperity. Tungsten and antimony, which were shipped to 
the United States of America in big quantities for war sup- 
plies, have declined to almost negligible quantities. Copper, 
taken largely by Great Britian and France during the war, 
shows a similar decrease—in fact, there has been a con- 
siderable import of copper during 1919 owing to the high 
prices ruling in Japan. In 1917 the exports of copper were 
over 120 million kin; in 1919 they were about 32 million kin, 
valued’ at yen 19,647,000. The stocks of copper at the end 
of October, 1919, were about 30 million kin. Iron has in- 
creased considerably in quantity, but decreased heavily in 
value; for example, in 1918 the returns for ingots and slabs 
were 11,020,155 kin, valued at yen 2,685,854. In 1919 ship- 
ments were over 23 million kin in quantity and ven 2,661,000 
in value. 

The manufacture of wire rope is an interesting develop- 
ment. The exports of this article did not appear in the 
Official Returns until 1917, when over 11 million kin, valued 
at yen 3,634,000, were shipped, over 80 per cent. going to 
Asiatic Russia. In 1918 exports decreased to 9 million kin, 
valued at 61 million yen, due to the comparative disappear- 
ance of the Siberian demand, although shipments to India, 
Java, and China increased very considerably. The figures 
for 1919. however. show a further decline—-2.397,330 kin, 
valued at yen 1,435,700. It would thus appear that the 
Japanese manufacture has not yet made sufficient progress 
to compete against European and American goods. 


INSULATED Etrectric WIRE. 


Insulated Electric Wire should be specially mentioned. 
The following table of exports will show recent developments: 


Quantity. Value. 

Kin. Yen. 
eer eres 1,552,868 1,125,632 
ener” 3,451,158 3.118.915 
RE: ikcedoosbones 9,556,794 8 324 333 
Se ~cocunaeneiees 9,375,767 8,411,700 
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Antimony and aluminium ware continue to improve, but 
brass manufactures show a strong downward tendency. <A 
noticeable development of 1919 is the export of kerosene oil 
cans. In the whole of 1918 half a million were exported ; 
in 1919 nearly 44 million were shipped, at a value of over 
three million yen. 

OrHerR Exports. 

It is interesting to note that electrical machinery and 
textile machinery are going out of the country in increasing 
quantities, the former chiefly to China and the Kwantung 
Province (through Dairen). These two took between them 
over 60 per cent. of the shipments. Spinning machinery 
went to China and India in 1918, China taking over one 
million yen worth and Indi over two million yen. The 
Indian demand will presumably stop when British machinery 
is again available. The China demand was probably for 
expansion of the Japanese cotton textile industry in Tsing- 
tao and Shanghai. Japanese textile machinery does not yet 
find favour in the domestic industry, and it is too much to 
expect that it will find a readier market elsewhere if British 
‘machinery is forthcoming. Part of the exports also con- 
sist of secondhand machinery. 


--- - —-- --— 


OF MANUFACTURED GOODS. 


IMPORTS 
When dealing with exports it was noticed that one 


of the chief features of the year was the shipment of 
finished goods. It is thus not surprising to find that the 
entry of manufactured goods was comparatively small— 
about 12 per cent. of the total—and that the bulk of the 
imports was represented by raw materials—over 50 per cent. 
of the total and foodstuffs. This statement of fact should be 
suficient to dispose of the fears entertained in some 
quarters that Japan’s future holds little promise of progress. 

In the early years of the war imports naturally fell away 
owing to the stoppage of supplies from the belligerents, and 
to a smaller extent from the Northern Neutral Countries, 
but when Japan began to supply depleted markets, new 
sources of supply of raw materials were found for the 
development of industries, and former sources were drawn 
on in ever-increasing strength. In 1913 imports were 
valued at nearly 730 million yen, and in the two following 
years the returns were yen 595,735,000 and yen 532,450.000. 
From then on there was a constant increase in quantity and 
value. By 1918 the total had risen to yen 1,668,000,000, and 
in 1919 the record figure of yen 2,173,000,000 was shown. 
Examples of big war increases of raw material are cotton 
from India, America, China, and Egypt; wool from Aus- 
tralia and South Africa; iron and steel from America: jute 
from India and the Philippines; copra and coconut oil from 
the Malay States, hides and skins from Jndia and China: 
tanning extracts from India and Borneo; pulp for paper 
making from Canada and America. 

The principal articles showing an increase in 1919 are 
rice, sugar, raw cotton, fertilisers, raw rubber, petroleum, 
iron ore, building materials, and machinery. Some of these 
will be dealt with later on in more detail. Among noticeable 
decreases are hides, soda ash and caustic soda, iron ingots, 
bars, sheets and pipes, lead, hemp and copra. 

Apart from the source of natural expansion the following 
causes of greatly advanced imports should be noted: the 
high exchange value of the ven in most foreign countries. 
the release of embargoes in Europe and America, and the 
reappearance of many articles which were unobtainable 
during the war, domestic shortage of foodstuffs, the increased 
standard of living and purchasing power in Japan, and 
the prevailing high prices of commodities. 

Motor Cars. 

In the last two vears a strong demand for motor cars 
has arisen as a result of war prosperity. During 1918 there 
was an import of 1,653, valued at yen 4,524,953, and last 
year 1,579, valued at yen 5,531,540, entered. Nearly all of 
these have come from America. There are now over 6,000 
cars in use in Japan, over 4,000 being owned by residents in 
Tokio Prefecture. There is a demand for British cars in 
the big cities and in Dairen district, even if prices are 
higher than those ruling in America. Japanese chauffeurs 
are insufficient and inefficient with few exceptions, so cars 
are roughly handled. In this connection it should be men- 
tioned that there is a lack of good repairing depéts through- 
out the country. Considerable progress has been made in 
body building, but bodies are made entirely of wood. The 
Japanese favour a light closed car of moderately high speed. 
The roads are uniformly bad even in and around the big 
cities. but this serious defect is at last receiving the atten- 
tion of the Government. 


Motor Trucks. 
Motor trucks are appearing in increasing numbers, and 
their manufacture js heing financially encouraged by the 


| 
| 
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Government. ‘The truck mostly in demand 1s une of froy 
one to three tons capacity. Manufacturers of cars and 
trucks who are interested in the Far Eastern market a, 
recommended to get in touch with the Department of Qyg, 
seas Trade. 

MAcHINERY. 

In 1919 the value of imports was yen 89,221,936, of whig, 
nearly 67 millions are represented by American machinery 
{mports in 1918 valued yen 58,497,998. Great Britajy), 
share in 1919 was yen 16,144,046, as against yen 9,820 9» 
in the previous year. This is one of the fields in whig, 
American competition is being keenly felt and threatens , 
become a permanent danger. The pre-war positions of 
Great Britain and America have been reversed, and a re. 
capture of the market will be a matter of the greateg 
difficulty. British machinery of all kinds, particulary 
textile machinery, is as much in demand as ever, but th 
apparent impossibility of obtaining satisfactory deliyepy 
and the continuance of high prices, must drive buyers ini 
‘he American market and keep them there. America 
tnanufacturers are now paying attention to the needs gf 
Japan and showing-a determination to retain their hold 

The heaviest items in the list of imported machinen 
during the last three years were:—Steam boilers, dynamo 
electric motors, transformers, etc., gas compressors, pneu. 
matic tools, metal and woodworking machinery, spinnigg 
machinery, knitting machinery, and sewing machines, : 

Being cut off from many sources of supply during th 
war, Japanese engineers were obliged to turn to home Sup. 
plies and a great advance was made in local manufacture, 
Given a model on which to work, local production is now of 
satisfactory quality, especially in electrical machinery, and 
several concerns have made agreements with British and 
American concerns, whereby the latter allow their patents 
to be worked in Japan against payment of royalty. The 
General Electric Company of America has considerable 
interests in two large concerns in which their models ar 
produced for the local market. Japanese engineers are at 
all times greatly dependent on training and _ instruction 
from foreign countries, and the impossibility of getting 
assistance of this kind from Europe during the war caused 
a considerable number of engineering and other students 
to take their training in America, and accordingly thes 
men will doubtless continue to prefer the American 
machinery which they have learnt to handle from the outset, 

Japanese cotton spinners have hitherto modelled their 
system on British methods and machinery; Japanese ele- 
trical practice has always followed America and Germany; 
and mining engineering America. 


DYEs. 

Before the war Japan was practically dependent on 
Germany for her dyestuffs, so the partial stoppage of 
German shipments was the cause of serious inconvenience, 
Fortunately for Japan it was found possible to obtain a 
fair supply of German dyes for the first year of the war, 
and also, according to the official returns, to keep up an 
uninterrupted though constantly decreasing supply through 
out the war. The returns of dye imports from Germany 
since 1913 sre:—- 


Year. Kin. Yen. 

RSE were 6,490,756 3,720,217 
RPE rene 4,153,031] 2 316,808 
1915 1,128,984 2 333,994 
ener 425 304 2,788,907 
err 222 234 1,887 ,295 
BE Sndhiinlen'e 357,616 3,104,970 
MY, dduaadiniaaee 36,061 216,376 


Presumably most of these imports were from old stocks in 
China and elsewhere. 

Quickly realising what the absence of German dyes would 
mean to the textile industry, the Government established 
The Japan Dyestuffs Manufacturing Company, Limi 
(Nippon Senryo Senzo Kabushiki Kwaisha), with the assist 
ance of private capitalists, the Government guaranteeing 4 
dividend of 8 per cent. In addition to the above, numerous 
eolour-making plants were erected to supply the shortage 
and bring down prices, but owing to a lack of capital and 
expert chemists many of these have closed down. In reply 
to criticisms levelled at the Japan Dyestuffs Company, 
official of the Department of Agriculture and Cm 
stated in September, 1919, that the company had achiev 
the object for which it was formed, and that it was we 
the following dyestuffs:—Five sulphurate, 11 direct, 
alkaline, 6 acid, 2 acid mordants, and 1 oxide. 

It is stated that the production of coal tar in Japan z 
sufficient to provide raw material for all the dyestais 
quired by the country, and that Japan will be able, — 
a few vears, to supply her own requirements In dvestulls, 
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sith the exception of special products, such as vat colours 
and certain complex direct cotton colours. | 
During the last two years American dyes have entered in 
sonsiderable quantities, but it is generally reported that 
shey are not giving complete satistaction, In 1918 1,403,896 
kin out of a total import of 1,941,504 kin came from the 
(nited States of America, and during 1919 America sup- 
plied 1,562,395 kin out of a total import of 2,094,211 kin. 
syiss dyes show signs of recovery, but they are presumably 
handicapped by a shortage of raw material, 

With the establishment of an agency of the British Dye- 
stuffs Corporation in Japan, there is promise that British 
jves will be properly represented on this market. The 
resent 18 & most opportune time for their appearance In 
large quantities. American dyes are in disfavour, the 
Japanese industry is not yet developed, and the import ot 
German colours, although strongly desired, is fortunately 
impracticable on a large scale. The restriction on British 
exports at a time like this is having a bad effect, and it is 
ty be hoped that the British Corporation will speedily be in 
a position to operate actively. As stated in another part 
of this report, a Bill has been introduced into the Diet 
providing for increased protection of the local industry. It 
is proposed to raise the tariff on imported dyes to 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

CHEMICALS. 

During the war many chemicals were unobtainable from 
abroad, Which caused great inconvenience to Japan’s indus- 
tries, Under the spur of necessity, and fostered by a 
paternal Government, the difficulty has been overcome, Japan 
herself now manufacturing most of the heavy chemicals 
required for industrial use, and in many of them taking 
her place as a competitor in foreign markets. Amongst the 
chemicals most extensively manufactured and exported may 
be mentioned potassium  bichromate, chlorate, perman- 
sanate, carbonate, nitrate, sulphate and _ ferro-cyanide 
(yellow prussiate) ; bleaching powder, acetic, nitric, muriatic 
and sulphuric acids, sulphate of iron, sulphate of copper, 
precipitated chalk, magnesia carbonate, peroxide of sodium, 
naphthaline, salts of barium, ete. Other chemicals made in 
Japan though not, as yet, in sufficient quantity to meet 
the domestic demand, are €0 per cent. caustic soda, glycerine, 
salicylic acid, yellow phosphorus, formaldehyde, aniline 
silt, acetate of lime, sulphate of ammonia, 

Strange to siv, the manufacture of that important 
chemical, carbolic acid, has not yet reached a commercial 
basis, and is still in its infancy. 

In view of the progress made during the past four years, 
it is safe to say that Japan is destined to become self- 
supporting in most of the heavy chemicals, and an important 
factor to be reckoned with in foreign markets. 

TrapE Marks. 

This opportunity is taken of reiterating the importance 
of registering Trade Marks in Japan. The principle of 
priority of registration obtains, and trouble often occurs, 
through neglect on the part of British manufacturers to 
sectire protection of their marks. This can be accomplished 
without much difficulty in most cases through one of the 
British Patent Agents practising in the capital or the big 
ports, 

Direct TRADING. 

The enormous development of Japan’s foreign trade and 
the grovth of powerful native business houses have naturally 
lowered the percentage of trade passing through the hands 
of resident foreign firms, though the actual volume of trade 
handled by British and other firms has greatly increased. 
Many of the leading Japanese concerns now have branches 
in Great Britain and her colonies, and important British 
agencies are being placed in increasing numbers with big 
Japanese houses, especially in Tokio. It is not proposed to 
‘amine or criticise this policy, which is presumably 
dictated by a desire to get into the closest possible touch 
with the requirements of Government Departments, but it 
i$ advisable to reiterate the warning that caution should 
beohserved in direct operations, both in exports and imports, 
except, of course, where the strongly established houses are 
‘oncerned, and that full enquiries should be made before 
placing contracts with unknown firms. In the absence of 
direct representation, the importance of which cannot be too 
strongly emphasised in cases where big or complicated 
business is handled, by far the most satisfactory course is 
0 transact business through the medium of the established 
British firms in Japan, whose experience of local conditions 
the means of avoiding many difficulties which may other- 
wise occur, 

Co-operative selling is occupying the attention of British 
manufacturers, so it is not necessary here to do more than 
tderline its importance now when strong competition is 
militating against the re-establishment of markets for 
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British goods, which are at the present time severely handi- 
capped by high prices and delayed deliveries, and there is 
a growing danger that some of the fields, in which British 
influence was formerly paramount, may pass into the hands 


of American and other interests. 


It is hardly credible that 


suci a contingency can escape the attention of British 
manufacturers, but there is a general impression that full 
efforts are not being made to retain and maintain the pre- 


War position. 


The British reputation for quality and square 


deals is as high as ever, but cost and delivery are naturally 
very strong factors of decision when important contracts 


have to be placed. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


URUGUAY. 


TRADE IN JANUARY-MARCH, 
(From H.M. Minister.) 











L920. 


MONTEVIDEO. 


The first quarter of 1920 represents for Uruguay a distinct 
change in her position as regards overseas trade, and the 
turning point of her very favourable trade balance may be 


said to have been reached. 


According to official figures, as compared with the first 
quarter of 1919, an excess of exports over imports of about 
20,000,000 dols. (gold) has been reduced to about 8,000,000 


dols. 


Imports show an increase of nearly 6,000,000 dols., and 
exports a decrease of over 8,000,000 dols. The increase in 
imports is due mainly to the re-establishment of overseas 
communication, the restoration of many foreign industries 
crippled by the war, and to the necessity felt by the country 
of being furnished with numerous articles of which it had 
been deprived during the war. Increased prosperity due to the 
war has also contributed to the increase in the importation 


of luxuries. 


Fatt IN Exports. 


The exports of Uruguay are not varied in number—wool, 
hides, and frozen meat and extracts account for very nearly 
all. The figures for hides show a slight decrease as compared 
with the March quarter of 1919, wool an increase from about 
twelve to fourteen million dollars, and frozen meat and ex- 
tracts a large decrease from fourteen to six million dollars. 

This fall in exports is produced by the cessation of buying 
by European Governments, and consequent diminution of 
these industries which, such as the ‘‘frigorificos,’’ worked 
principally for those Governments. 

While enjoying a favourable exchange with most other 
countries, particularly Europe, Uruguay has suffered from 
an unfavourable exchange as regards the United States and 


Argentina. 


DetaILED Import FIGURES: 


The figures for imports show an excess of nearly six million 
dollars (gold) over those for the corresponding quarter of 
1919, representing a steady general increase from year to 


year. 


The following table shows the value of the imports from 
different countries as compared with the March quarter of 


1919 : — 
Country 


Argentina 
Belgium 


SNE ae 
RD ia acs 


IN ches eicainiiaisinsitesinns 


France 
Germany 
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PY ‘ithonsiaincnsnes 
I: siassvnasnewees 
ME: . xcensacnceeces 
| errr 


Paraguay 


POrtgees — «..-...045. 
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Sweden 
Switzerland 


United Kingdom 
United States of America 
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eceececcesesoces 
TWEETTEEEELE ES 
PTT TUCELTCTILI TCE 
Geececnteeeasee 
coerce ccccceees 
ceesccccecceeces 
TYOeTPTUTECLLT TT 
eecceecoccecese 
] 176 
6 

ccc ccccccrccece sid 
eeeeeeceacoceces 
coceccceceeeceee 
een qeseodeeoes 
PorerTeTT rT TTT ree TTC CT CT eT 
ecocccceceeccese 


1919. 


March Quarter. 


Dols. 
9.732.627 


eeereeeee #8 eee 


seticnieeaiiiiiciiie 3,073,754 


9 653 
30.901 
564,494 
4.872 
36.483 
997 236 
40,144 
25,181 


54.427 
15,049 
508.808 
3.032 
7.401 
2.118.330 
1.954.959 


— 


1920. 
March Quarter. 

Dols. 
4 380,559 
110,610 
2,389,118 
87 ,522 
59,812 
73,943 
139,829 
120,384 
482,861 
106,464 
436 538 
7,181 
73,979 
31,254 
1,045,461 
14,645 
13,232 
3,168,446 
7,005 179 


The United States remain considerably ahead in having 
supplied nearly one-third of the imports, followed in order 
by Argentina, the United Kingdom, and Brazil. Germany, 
it will be seen, has nearly trebled her imports, and this may 
be compared with the figures in the export table given 


under that heading. 


The figure for the United Kingdom is 


less than one-half of that for the United States for the 
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quarter, but imports from the United Kingdom for the 
month of March showed a considerable increase over the 
figures for previous months. The fall in the value of the 
£ sterling at the beginning of this vear caused a certain 
amount of buying which would otherwise have been done in 
the United States market, but it cannot be predicted with 
certainty that this temporary diversion of trade to the 
United Kingdom will be permanent. 


FAILURE TO Secure DELIVERIES FROM UNITED KINGDOM. 


The difficulty experienced in obtaining execution of orders 
placed with British manufacturers will probably counteract 
the beneficial opportunity obtained through the exchange of 
getting into a market which would otherwise have been 
closed to them. 

The general prosperity of the country and its reviving 
activities enable importers to dispose without difficulty of 
the supplies obtained, and for the present the demand is 
firm and exceeds the supply, but so long as confidence is 
retained in the ability of British manufacturers to execute 
orders within reasonable time, there is a growing preference 
on the part of importers for the British market, as compared 
with that of the United States. While many importers were 
compelled during the war to deal with the United States, 
there is every reason to believe that they would willingly 
revert to the British market. Everything depends there- 
fore upon the ability of British manufacturers to meet the 
demand. This applies particularly to the metal and hard- 
ware trade, also to building materials, since there is a great 
necessity felt here for increased building. 


EXPorRTs. 


The extent and reason of the decline in exports have been 
dealt with above. The situation of the wool trade, although 
the official figures show an increase, is not very steady, and 
depends largely upon the extent of British buying in the 
future. The frozen meat trade has suffered a very consider- 
able diminution. Live stock shows some increase. 

For the March quarter the order in respect of the value 
of exports shipped to the respective countries was: - 
1, France; 2, United Kingdom; 3, United States; 4, Ger- 
many; 5, Argentina. The values for the different countries 
for the March quarters of 1919 and 1920 are shown below :— 


1919. 1920. 
Country. March Quarter. March Quarter. 
Dols. Dols. 

and eS hi ed ad ad oe 377,003 1,234,056 
PE  sieauddindhebbentecscdaninin 1,502,309 786,575 
ite lal eiceabwienes 317,039 767.312 
BEE’) Riichnctaeeiichiniekadsarabieds 29 606 506,094 
EE ccididitiaeaee hh astmcinimaanuciiiin 183 119,876 
Falkland Islands ................ 5,119 4,575 
CS esi cul cu eaiiiverngeesiatel 10,850,044 5,532,791 
SEE « secatinsstiakieniaipenedict — 1,314,103 
I ain es ite renee einai — 863,294 
SUEY - contueienencetninusiidbemssten 2.626 750,817 
Re (cishlatiitsaesceisthiemetendie — 134,327 
I~ dunieisimipatubionieunanensinns — 696 
SED > wiuriidlcns dicepevaanbanauees 1,405 26,121 
Ee caeedomriuisiiianenes 1,300,658 386 ,626 
isbn uccaiauniunasiiien — 554.470 
ta iinicsintdnubduiy 35,952 — 

United Kingdom ................ 10,220,028 2.575.412 
United States .................... 10,808,373 1,599,924 


Attention mav he drawn to the large figure shown for 
Germany. 
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Finance and Banking. 


BELGIAN CONGO. 


NEW INCOME-TAX REGULATIONS. 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 








B 
The new Income-Tax Regulations and other taxes Bit 
Belgian Congo are contained in the ‘‘Bulletin Administny 
et Commercial’ of 10th June. The most important ots 
visions are contained in Articles 7, 21, 22 and 42. i 
A tax of 6 per cent. is imposed on the net profits earnes 
in the Belgian Congo by all commercial undertakings, j, 
tax is also 6 per cent. on all profits earned in the Beloin 
Congo and distributed by companies whose capital is divide 
into shares. 
All persons in receipt of salaries (civil servants ay; 
others), as well as members of the learned professions i 
income tax on their net income at the following rates:— 
The first. 6,000 frs. are exempt. 1 per cent. is payabl 
on the second 6,000 frs., and 4 per cent. on every gh 
sequent 6,000 frs, up to the sum of 54,000 frs, 4, 
income over and above 54,000 frs. is taxed at the mp 
of 5 per cent. 
Commercial travellers have to pay 250 frs. for a licens 
This sum will be increased, for the tax is payable on ap 
profits which they may earn during the current year, Th 
amount payable is not to exceed 2,500 frs. 
The Decree of 2rd June. 1906, which provides that cp. 
panies pay | per cent. on their annual profits, is revoked 





FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 
LOAN FOR RAILWAYS AND PORT WORKS. 


The French West African Government is authorised unde 
a Law, published in the ‘Journal Officiel”’ of 12th Augug, 
to contract for a loan of 167,000,000 frs. for the constructig, 
of railways and improvement of port works in the Frend 
West African colonies. This Law modifies a Law of 
December, 1913, which gave authority for the issue of th 
loan. 

lt is proposed to construct a railway from Thies to Koyes 
at an estimated cost of from 25,000,000 to 40,000,000 frs, 
The allocations in the previous law providing for a construe. 
tion programme for the railways from Bamako to Bougouni, 
for the continuation of the line Guinee-Kankan toward 
seyla, for the railways of Dahomey, etc., are provisionally 
cancelled pending a revision of the programme fixed unde 
that Law. 

A sum of from 6,000,000 to 40,000,000 frs. is provided 
for the improvement of the port of Dakar. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 


LOAN FOR EXECUTION OF PUBLIC WORKS 
(From H.M. Minister.) 











TANGIER. 

According to the ‘Depeche Marocaine,’’ a loan of 
744,140,000 francs has just obtained Parliamentary approval. 
The loan is for the purpose of carrying out several big 
public works and for the improvement of the public services 


The following items for which provision is made are 
worthy of note: — 
Frs. 
ee 44 690,000 
Phosphate exploitation ......... 36,000,000 
III” = sisisosiaseiabasiidiniiimiiiaiaiahaminnsaneiih 280,900,000 
i i a oe 60,000,000 


71,000,000 
10,400,000 


Postal and telegraphic service 
Mducation 


seoevteovreeeveeeeee é#ese#es8 686 





SALVADOR. 


CURRENCY REGULATIONS. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





NEW 


San SALvab0n. 
New currency regulations are contained in three Decteés 
of the National Assembly, which were published in the 
‘Diario Oficial’ of 20th July. The object of these Decreé 
is: — 
(1) To develop the monetary system of Salvador, to arrangt 
a basis for the payment of debts contracted in foreign ¢t- 
rency, and to prohibit the employment of tokens and mets 
discs when wages are paid by employers of labour, and to 
withdraw debased coins from circulation. 
(2) To regulate the conditions affecting the payment of 
loans, avoid disputes in connection with payments ™ 
currency, and generally to protect debtors. 
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To prevent speculative transactions in national cur- 
d to check usury. 
al opinion of the country is that although these 
Decrees aim at the improvement of the monetary system 
and the protection of poor people, it will be difficult for them 
hieve this in view of the shortage of small coinage and 
‘ ‘l difficulty experienced by planters and mill owners 
4 their weekly payment of thousands of workmen who 
“= been accustomed to be paid in metal tokens. 


SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 

CREDITS TO FOREIGNERS 
PROHIBITED. 

(From H.M. Minister.) 


(3) 
rency a0 
The gener 








TRADE 


BELGRADE. 

4 Decree ot 3rd August prohibits the granting of credits 
in the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes to persons 
or societies abroad to pay for the export of national produce. 

The business of trading with foreign countries, and buying 
or paying in foreign money by means of cheques, or any 
bank or commercial paper, is controlled by the Centrale de 
It appears, however, that certain banks have 
lately opened credits with foreign countries, and these 
gedits are being used to buy goods for export. Several 
consignments of goods have therefore been exported for 
shich no monetary equivalent has been received, thus caus- 
ing the exchange value of the dinar to fall. . . 

It is understood that the above Decree is directed 
principally against Austrians, who, it is stated, have pur- 
chased in the Kingdom grain and other foodstuffs to the 
ralue of about 100 million dinars, but have been unable to 
purchase sufficient dinars or other good currency abroad to 
pay for these commodities. They therefore desire to open 
credits for the purpose. 


Devizes. 





Shipping. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
SHIPPING STATISTICS, JANUARY-JUNE. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H1.M. Legation.) 
Buenos AIRES. 








A summary of the tonnage arrived during the quarter 
April to June is given below : — 





Steamers. Sailers. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. 
a ikcndncwnieny 281 903,693 1 435 
Eee 38 127 828 8 16,728 
SE dit hickensdsednews 55 155,788 l 1,260 
RE ibniiinwieesexssne. 10 26,741 _ — 
North American ...... 66 228,851 14 22,226 
RE 18 64,683 — — 
ie cs vbaeenswees 24 72,269 — ones 
a ae 46 118,128 14 21,192 
TR 1] 27,114 — — 
is ihicscnsnannvews 12 95,883 } 5,331 
Es ckesiicde snk 25 62,885 —_ — 
a 11 15,004 —- — 
a 25 32.535 ome — 
Argentine =... 0... ee 19 10,296 ! 147 
Uruguayan. .............. 1] 96 296 2 1,592 
Peruvian ........eeeeese 2 9.218 2 3,109 
Roumanian.............. 2 9 218 _ — 
he os estiscenses 1 3,060 —- 
Ss 1 2. AR0 3 5,742 
Portuguese ............ ] 4 865 — — 

659 1,921,915 50 77,762 


—_—~ 
—_—_---- —_——- 


As the crews of most of the tug boats also joined in the 
trike of the Coastal and River Steamer services, difficulties 
have been experienced in connection with docking vessels in 


the port of Buenos Aires. 





REVIEW OF SHIPPING OPERATIONS. 


Contrary to expectation, the extraordinary boom in 
Japanese shipping and shipbuilding, which characterised the 
wriod of war, continued, after a temnorary setback at the 
leginnine of 1919. till well towards the close of that year, 
vhen difficulties of exchange stood in the way of business 
mith Europe, and the increasing number of vessels put on 





SHIPPING—continued. 





the Pacific by the United States Shipping Board, caused the 
Pacific freight market to weaken. 

Heavy shipments of produce were sent to Europe in the 
early part of the summer, and the ships chartered for their 
transport were not re-chartered at destination as easily as 
expected. 

The following table, taken from Mr. Horne’s Report 
(Cmd. 912. Priee 6d.), illustrates the changes which took 
place in the distribution of Japanese tonnage on ocean rouics 
between April and December, 1919:— 


Route. April. 24a; December. 
No. Gyrosstons. No. Gross tons. 
Coasting and Home Trade .. 2096 $05,400 401 806,000 
Japan-Pacific Coast .. i. 127,000 2 71,616 
Japan-New York - ‘ae 68,000 =I] 60,000 
Hongkong-Java-Pacific Coast .. 18 156,000 17 146,000 
Japan-Australia. . i a oo 37,000 20 76,000 
East Coast of South America .. 13 80,000 10 60,000 
South Seas - oe 148,000 41 129,000 
Europe .. - ‘a oo TE 171,000 = 135 723,000 
Japan-Straits-South Seas ~ 39,000 7 17,000 
Japan-India-Straits-South Seas 4 16,000 — — 
Japan-India ig ici - & 135,000 39 144,000 
Japan-Suez-Port Said .. eat a 3,000 — — 
India-Mediterranean .. we 5 18,000 7 21,000 
Mediterranean .. - pe 4 31,000 3 25,000 
South Africa .. i i 2 9,000 — — 
Atlantic-Mediterranean sae 47,000 10 24,000 
Japa n-South*¥Seas-India ~~ = 6,000 — — 9! 


Unless unexpected factors intervene, it would seem that 
the Japanese shipping trade is now in the stage of transi- 
tion from its abnormal war-time prosperity to more normal 
if less profitable conditions. Until exchange difficulties are 
settled it may have to face a difficult period. 


SUBSIDIES. 
The following tables show the principal ocean services 


subsidised by the Japanese Government and the amounts 
allocated to each :— 


‘Number Tonnage of Speed No. of 
of Steamers. Knots. Voyages 
Steamers. per year 


European—" 


(Nippon Yusen Kaisha) 13 5,500 /12,000 14/16 = 26 
Puget Sound— 

(Nippon Yusen Kaisha) 9* \ . 500 /12.00 . 26 

(Osaka Shosen Kaisha) 3* f °° nee She m 


San Francisco— 


(Toyo Kisen Kaisha) 1l¢t 12,500/13,500 18/20 14 
South American— 

(Toyo'Kisen Kaisha) .. 3 6,000 /9,700 13/15 6 
Australian— 

(Nippon Yusen Kaisha) 3 5,000 /7,500 15/17 12 


*Two Subsidised. -tThree Subsidised. 


the Subsidy Contracts expired in 
the new contract was approved by 


The five-year term of 
1914, and in May, 1915, 
the Diet as below :— 


Year. European American. South Australian 
Service. American. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. Yen. 
1915 /16 1,832,806 2,924,777 303,906 183,206 
1916/17 .. 1,811,910 2,949,012 297,558 173,808 
1917/18 .. 1,754,196 2,802,119 291,211 160,253 
1918 /19 .. 1,689,805 2,669,925 284,863 169,740 
1919 /20 aw 1,596,272 2,509,187 269,550 188,494 


Details of the new scale to come into force on the expiry 
of the above contracts on 3lst March, 1920, have not vet 
been made public. 

The Japanese Government policy of keeping outward 
freights low on the subsidised lines is still in force, with the 
result that there are always two sets of freights quoted on 
regular cargo lines—the official rate and the open market 
rate; this involves shippers in considerable difficulties when 
the supply of tonnage is inadequate on subsidised vessels, as 
2 dual standard has to be maintained and competing lines 
are in a state of uncertainty as to the mean rate resulting. 
Thus, when space is in strong demand, small lots of cargo 
space can be offered on subsidised boats by the subsidised 
companies in consideration of large bookings at open rates on 
‘‘outside’’ vessels. When cargo space is abundant, however, 
this practice cannot be reversed in the case of London 
freights, as the Homeward Conference rate has to be main- 
tained, though there is no such restriction on the Pacific. 
However, the two classes of freight rates caused difficulty 
here also. 

The following table shows fluctuations in ‘‘subsidised’’ 
rates for cargo to Europe during the war period and in 
1919 : — 

1914. 
50 /- 


1918. 
90 / 9-120 / - 


- 
ate camel 


1920. 
190 /- 


1916. 
60/6 
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Minerals and Pletals. 


CHILE. 


IRON AND 

WORKS. 
(From the Commercial Se cretary to H.M. Legation.) 
SANTIAGO. 

A desire has existed in Chile for many years to establish 
the iron and steel industry. It is now announced that the 
Altos Hornos Iron and Steel Smelting Works, Valdivia, 
erected by a French Company in 1910 at a cost of over 
fourteen million pesos, and which only worked for a short 
period, has recommenced operations, the object being to 
conduct a series of tests, in the hope that these works may 
fulfil the object for which they were built. 

The works were founded on the principle of the Prud- 
homme theory, the only fuel used being wood, which 1s 
placed in the furnaces in direct contact with the raw 
mineral. 

A special Commission has been appointed by the Govern- 
ment, and a technical expert will preside over the tests and 
make his report in due course. 


ee ee EE 


FRANCE. 


COAL PRODUCTION IN DEVASTATED AREAS. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








OPENING OF STEEL SMELTING 





LILLE. 


The production of the coal mines of the Western Basin of 
the Pas-de-Calais for the months of June and July, after 
making allowance for wastage in sorting and washing, 
amounted to .726,600 and 747,000 tons respectively, made 
up as follows :— 


July. June. 

Tons. Tons. 
ee ee ae ree ee 209 500 214,000 
ES TOT TOE ERIE P EEE ET 169,000 164,000 
NR: cncidnbdanessonessowss ...- 168,900 162,000 
SS OOP EA ROE PPE EO ETT 140,500 136,000 
Ferfay ea ol eleabanline 21.500 22. 000 
Ligny-le-Aire Mines ...............+++: 14,200 14,500 
Vendin-Lez-Bethune Mines ........... 15,000 14,000 
i wcucnnecnsnawouessusenee 8,400 8,300 


The production for July, therefore, shows an increase of 
10.200 tons over the production for June, during which 
month there was an increase of production over the May 
figures of no less than 312,000 tons. 

The production of the mines in the Department du Nord 
for the months of June and July was 146,010 and 176,154 
tons respectively, after making allowance for consumption 
at the mines and for loss by sorting and washing. The 
amount given was made up as follows :— 


Tons. Tons. 

July. June. 

i”. o. ncsresgagueganwenedas 50,872 35,504 
BU, ran ccelimineieuadouniain 82.030 70,990 
i  occccdennegaeinats scan 814 275 
IIL ocacnsdecdawereveccases 3,350) 2,341 
ere nee ner rn 6,717 6,924 
= See 692 26 
SS UD  ccnceetandnenkeos 3,991 1.408 
CIID. nnadathvntndaiiwwnnenns 2.344 1.915 
io cs recuannseaiendniis 3,579 3,600 
ESS FR OO eee 21,771 19.818 


ss 


The mines at Lens are not vet producing, but the work of 
restoring the mines is being actively pushed forward, and 
it is thought that it may be possible to turn out a few tons 
in the very near future from a small seam which was 
recently cut into during the work of re-opening the pits. 

The following figures are an estimate of the future pro- 
duction of the mines in the Department du Nord. which, 
given an adequate supply of lsbour and an absence of strikes. 
it is confidently believed will be actually attained :— 


1920. 1921. 19??. 1923. 1924. 1925. 1913. 
Thonsands of tons: 

Anzin all 1.509 2700 3.000 3.400 3.809 4 000 3,04? 
Crespin i Re 45 75 On 190 1M 19 73 
Thivencelles aA on 120 Ae 200 250 9h) 177 
Vicoigne __........ : 18 51 65 1M 120 12 9x 
Douchy ilies aon OM B50 4 450 500 845 
Azincourt Rep ete Neer 15 an RD RD 109 120 9n 
Aniche a late 615 1515 ? 060 2 490 9.810 2.915 9 193 
Flines-les-Raches = _- 10 30 4n 80 124 
Fecarpelle a 50 220) 4% 490 560 630 750 


The production of these mines in 1913 is given for purposes 
of comparison. 














ta 
MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





ROUMANIA., 





NEW SYSTEM OF MINING AND INDUSTR] 
CONCESSIONS. 

| The following Decree-Law, No. 2447, of 7th June } 

been published in the Official Gazette (Bucharest). " 


y 
Al 


Art. 1.—Pending the inception of new Regulations oo, 
ing mining, oil-boring, and industrial concessions as 
cessionary rights of exploitation relative to minerals pe 
ozokerite, asphalt, ete., as also all transactions emia 
ete., regardless of title-deeds or other documents ps 
whatever reason, such as security, usufruct, or mr: " 
they may have been granted, relative to mining pro a 
oil, gas, mineral springs, waterfalls, etc., and all inde 
enterprises of whatever nature within the territory a 
Kingdom of Roumania, are prohibited without <« 2 
authority of the Ministry of Industry and Cosmas 

This article declares prohibited | all transactions 0} 
concessions of mining and industrial rights, as did 4, 
Decree of 7th October, 1919. | " 


Art, 2.—All transactions, howsoever concluded made y: 
to the date of the present Decree-Law, and which a q 
contravention of the conditions enumerated in the Dec 
Laws mentioned in Article 4, as well as similar we 
made by the Governing Council, are declared null and = 
even though they may have been drawn up legally rr 
order. a 

This article attempts to give further force to the previon 
Decrees of 12th September, 1919, and 17th October io10 
neither of which have, however, as yet been ratified 1 th 
legislative assembly. a 

Transcriptions of transactions in petroleum lands, ee 
have been authenticated by certain Tribunals, notwithsta F 
ing the dispositions of the previous Decree of 7th Octobe 
1919, and it is undoubtedly these authentifications whid 
are aimed at in this article. Ne 

Such agreements can, however, be revised by a re uest 
made to the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, who Yi 
he proved that such agreements are not prejudicial to th 
economic interests of the State, may approve them in oil 
ance with Article 1 above. ; 

Any transactions thus made valid will be regarded «: 
legally binding from the date of their conclusion. 


; Art. 3.—As regards those provinces united to the Mother 
Country, all such transactions mentioned in Article 1, con- 
cluded after 14th-27th August, 1916, will come up for re 
vision by the Ministry of Indusiry and Commerce, in accord. 
ance with the ruling of Article 2. even if thev have not cop- 
travened any of the legal conditions then in force or i 
they have been authorised by the Austrian Government. 

This article makes subject to revision all transaction 
entered into after that date, even should they have been 
entered into legally, and shall not have been in contravention 
to any law then in force. It is difficult to see how suche 
disposition can be applied by the Roumanian Courts. This 
article refers only to the new Provinces, and in reality it 
may be presumed that transactions and concessions legally 
obtained under the then existing laws of these Provinees 
under the Roumanian jurisdiction would be respected. 
although it is quite possible that concessions obtained from 
former enemy governments, after the date of the declaration 
of war by Roumania, may he subjected by the Courts te 
revision. 


Art. 4.—The terms of Article 1 of Decree-Law No. 4ll8 
of 12th September, 1919, concerning the suspension after 
six months after the conclusion of the General Peace, of the 
Consolidation Law of Ist June, 1919, as well as the terms 
of Decree-Laws No. 1104, of 8th March, 1919, No. 2162 of 
6th June, 1919, No. 4118, of 12th September, 1919, and 
No. 5241 of 7th October, 1919, contrary to the terms of the 
present Decree-Law, are and remain abrogated. 


Art. 5.—The Secretary of State for the Department of 
Industry and Commerce is charged with the carrying out of 
the present Decree-Law. 

This Decree is subject to the ratification of the legisl- 
tive assemblies, and it is believed that this ratification wil 
not be given unless its provisions are considerably amended. 

The qvestion of the validity in law of all these Roval 
Decrees is a delicate one, and there are many Roumamia 
jurists who incline to the belief that now the legislative 
assemblies are sitting, no Decree-Law is legal until ratified 
hv them. Without entering into this question, it may 
observed that the only concessions and transactions touched 
by the present Decree are those entered into after the dates 
respectively of 12th September, 1919. and 7th October, 191°. 


——— 
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Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


o—— ae 





BRITISH INDIA. 


MPORT DUTY ON AEROPLANES AND PARTS. 
Notification No, 3444, dated 26th June, 1920, issued by 

Se Depersmen” of Commerce, India, states that the import 

duty leviable on aeroplanes, aeroplane parts, aeroplane 

engines, and engine parts, has been fixed at the rate of 23 
5 

per cent. ad valorem. 





VALUATIONS OF RAW HIDES AND SKINS 
FOR EXPORT DUTY. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Indian Trade 
(Commissioner, London, copy of a revised schedule of Tariff 
valuations which have been fixed for the purpose of levying 
export duty on hides and skins exported from British India. 
The revised valuations came into force on 14th August, 1920: 














cae 
Yariff Valuation. 
Unit. | Old. | Revised. 
2 : - 
INDIAN. IRs. A. P = A p 
Raw Hides and Skins— | 
Arsenicated and air dried— | | 
(a) Cows (including calf | | 
- skins) framed .. | Ib | © 4 —| 0 H— 
Cows (including calf. | | 
skins) unframed 1 = o7—{1056 
(b) Buffaloes (including calf | = | 
skins) framed i lb. . oo ae | OO um 
Buffaloes (including calf | | 
skins) unframed be lb. 1 O4—/]03 — 
BURMESE. | 
|. Raw Hides and Skins— | | 
Arsenicated and air dried— | 
(a) Cows ® (including calf | | 
skins) .. ive = | 69 — | Sm F « 
(b) Buffaloes (including | | 
ealf skins) .. és lb /oO6 — | O04 — 
INDIAN AND BURMESE. | | 
2, Dry Salted Hides— | 
(a) Cows (including calf skins) | Ib ce 2 ie oe 
b) Buffaloes (including calf | 
skins) a a lb. 0 3 6 SS 2 sm 
3. Wetsalted Hides— | 
(a) Cows (including calf skins) | Ib ie@t— i @¢s 6 
(b) Buffaloes (in:luding calf | | 
er  «¢ Pe |] BB. | 03 — 0 2 6 
4, Goat and Kid Skins .| piece | 3 0 — $6 = 
5. Sheep Skins .. ‘ + | piece | |i o— enw x 
| 











BRITISH GUIANA, 


PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 
The Official Gazette of 10th 
of Proclamations, Nos. 7 and 8, 
from British Guiana of :— 





July, 1920, contains copies 
prohibiting the exportation 


Sheep and goats: and 
Coal, patent fuel, and any kind of imported fuel. 





CAMEROONS. 


IMPORTATION OF “TRADE” AND 
“ INJURIOUS ’? SPIRITS PROHIBITED. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES ON SPIRITS. 

The “Nigeria Gazette’ of 15th July, 1920, publishes 
Proclamation (No. 27), dated 3rd July, prohibiting within 
the Cameroons Territory in British Occupation the importa- 
tion, distribution, sale. disposal and possession of ‘‘trade”’ 
and “injurious spirits.’? ‘Trade spirits’? are defined to 
mean spirits imported for sale to natives and not generally 
fonsumed by Europeans, and include mixtures and com- 
pounds made with such spirits; and “injurious spirits’ as 
distilled liquors containing essential oils or chemical pro- 
ducts, which are recognised as being injurious to health. 
‘wh as thujone. star anise, benzoic aldehyde, salicylic 


























—————~—$— 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES} 
—continued. 





esters, hyssop, absinthe, and similar substances, unless such 
spirits have been denatured. 

The Proclamation also prohibits the importation, distribu- 
tion, sale, disposal, and possession of stills, and all apparatus 
or portions of apparatus suitable for the distillation of 
alcohol and the rectification or redistillation of spirits, except 
under licenca granted by the Governor in the case of certain 
specified kinds of apparatus for prescribed purposes. 

The Proclamation amends the rates of Customs duty 
leviable on spirits, wines, ete., as follows :— 

Per Imp. 
gallon. 
s. d. 
1. Spirits, the importation of which is not 
prohibited, of an alcoholic strength up to 50 
degrees inclusive by Tralles alcoholometer, 
except wines of an alcoholic strength not ex- 
ceeding 20 degrees, sparkling wines and beer 15 
And for every degree in excess 
2. Perfumery,and cosmetic products, containing 
alcohol or ether unless in view of their com- 
position, price, or outside packing, they be 
solely or chiefly intended for the use of the 
non-natives, or be excepted under notifica- 
tion of the Governor; medicines containing 
alcohol or ether, unless admitted free of duty 
as included in a list drawn up annually by 
the Reporting Officer of Health 
The following perfumery and cosmetic products 
containing alcohol or ether are exempt from 
duty : —Bay rum, birch water, quinine water, 
cologne water, ‘“‘Es ist erreicht.”’ ‘‘Es_ ist 
immer trocken,”’ ‘‘Kiskopfwasser,’’ ‘‘Javol,’’ 
‘‘Kosmin,’’ ‘‘Odol,’’? ‘‘Pixavon.”’ 
3. Wines and similar beverages containing wine, ‘ 
and intended for consumption : — 
(a) Of an alcoholic strength not exceeding 
Pe MR iinidaabtivndiacssbeintstiasscnel 10 per _— 


— 
— 


bo|~ 


ad valorem. 
Imp. gall. 
(b) OF an alcoholic strength exceeding 15 s. d. 


but not exceeding 20 degrees ............... 2 9 
(c) OF an alcoholic strength exceeding 20 
degrees (Dutiable under No. 1) ............ 15 0 





CYPRUS. 


PROHIBITION OF IMPORT OF 
SHAVING BRUSHES. 

The “Cyprus Gazette’ for 23rd Julv, 1920, contains an 
Order (No. 802 of 1920), dated 23rd July, prohibiting the 
importation into Cyprus of shaving brushes manufactured in 


or exported from Japan, whether such brushes are exported 
direct to Cyprus or otherwise. 





JAPANESE 





EGYPT. 
EXPORT OF EMPTY BARRELS. 


The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel” of 9th August contains 
2 Notice from the Department of Supplies, Licensing 
Section, to the effect that, until further notice, empty 
barrels and barrel staves may be exported from Egypt with- 
out a specific lieence, to all destinations with which trade is 
allowed. 

This general licence may be modified or withdrawn at any 
time. 








FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


VALUATIONS FOR EXPORT DUTIES. 

The Supplement to the ‘‘Federated Malay States Gazette” 
of 24th June, 1920, contains copy of Notification (No. 2657) 
specifying the valuations upon which the export duties on 
an ad valorem basis will be leviable as from Ist July, 1920, 
until further notice, in the States of Perak, Selangor, Negri 
Sembilan and Pahang. The schedule of valuations may be 
consulted by British traders interested at the Enquiry Room 
of the Department of Overseas Trade. 








FIJI. 


sae ee 


PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office. copy of Proclamation No. 9 of 1920. giving the follow- 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 








ing list of goods, the exportation of which from Fiji is 

et a! . , ’ ; be ' 

prohibited except under licence from the Collector of 
Customs :— 

Ammunition; butter; . : 

industrial explosives ; firearms ; oplum; rice ; aircraft ; 

Sip : ¥ ' c ~ : 

gold coin in any amount exceeding the sum of twenty 

pounds; silver coin in any amount exceeding the sum 


cocaine; explosives other than 


ot two pounds. 





—_—— — - 


GAMBIA. 
LIQUOR TRAFFIC CONTROL, 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the Gambia 
““Spyirituous Liquors Ordinance, 1920,” which, inter alia, 
prohibits the importation, distribution, sale and disposal 
of trade and injurious spirits. ‘‘Trade spirits” are defined 
imported for sale to natives and not 
include mixtures 





to mean spirits 
generally consumed by Europeans, and mixtl 
and compounds made with such spirits; and ‘‘injurious 
as distilled liquors containing essential oils or 
chemical products, which are recognised as being injurious 
to health, such as thujone, star anise, benzoic aldehyde, 
salicvlic esters, hyssop, absinthe, and similar substances, 
unless such spirits have been denatured. | oo 
The Ordinance also prohibits the importation, distribu- 
tion, sale, and disposal of stills and of any apparatus sult- 
able for the distillation of alcohol or the rectification or re- 
distillation of spirits, except under licence oranted by the 
Governor in the ease of certain specified kinds of apparatus 


spirits,”’ 


for prescribed purposes. 





PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF OPIUM. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 25th June, 1914, regarding 
the “Opium Ordinance, 1913,’ which prohibited the importa- 
tion and distribution of opium in Gambia, except under 
certain conditions, the Board of Trade have received copy 
of Proclamation No..9, published in the Government Gazette 
of 15th June, 1920, in accordance with which the Ordinance 
of 1913 was to take effect on Ist July, 1920. 


MALAY STATES (Kedah). 








PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF DYES 
AND EXPORT DUTIES ON RICE 


PRODUCTS AND POULTRY. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Office of the 
High Commissioner for the Malay States the following 
Resolutions of the Kedah State Council :— 

(1) The importation of dyes and dyestuffs, except under 
licence, is prohibited. 

(2) It is decided to collect duties on ‘‘laksa’’ (vermicelli) 
and other rice products exported from Kedah at the rate of 
15 cents per catty, and on exported fowls and ducks at the 
rate of 15 cents per head. 





NYASALAND PROTECTORATE. 


PROHIBITED EXPORTS: CONSOLIDATED 
LIST 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous 
issues of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’ regarding the pro- 
hibition of the exportation of various articles from the 
Nvasaland Protectorate, the Board of Trade have now 
received copy of a Proclamation (No. 7 of 1920), dated 18th 
June, 1920, revoking the Proclamation of 19th April, and 
prohibiting the exportation of the undermentioned articles, 
as follows :— 

(a) To all destinations, except by special permission of the 
Governor sanctioned under the hand of the Chief Secretary : 

Cattle, including sheep and goats. 

Cereals and foodstuffs made from cereals. 

Gold coin or bullion. 

Such other coin current in the country in excess of such 
reasonable amount as may he required by persons 
leaving the Protectorate for their personal use on 
their journey. ; 

(b) To all destinations other than the United Kingdom 
or any British Possession or Protectorate, except by special 
permission as provided in Group (a):— 

Ammunition. 

Butter. 

Cocrine. 

Explosives other than industrial explosives. 

Firearms. 








* — 
| CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 
Opium. 
Rice. 
Silver. 


(c) Zo Russia, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria. ang 
Turkey, except by special permission as_ provided " 
Group (a) :-—- 

Aircraft. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
CUSTOMS TARIFF CHANGES 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 69) 
of the ‘*‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 13th May, regardino 
the Customs proposals contained in the Union Budget Bij 
the Board of Trade have received a telegram from HM 
Senior Trade Commissioner, Johannesburg, stating that the 
Budget proposals in this regard* have now been enacted with 
the following additional Tariff provisions: — 

(1) Aircraft, asphalt, water supply filters, structural inp. 
work tor use in connection with irrigation works, and plant 
for melting coal tar and asphalt are now added to Class Jy 
of the Tariff, and subject to a 3 per cent. ad valorem duty 
[with a rebate of the whole duty on goods, the erowth 
produce, or manufacture of the United Kingdom anj 
reciprocating British Possessions]. | 








*These proposals were as follows: —Remission of 5 per cent 
additional duty imposed in 1915 on certain goods in Class VI 
of Tariff, viz., apparel. cotton blankets in the piece, cottoy 
blankets, woollen blankets, cotton and woollen hosiery. “a 
woollen goods in the piece; and Class TIT, blankets’ duty 
reduced from 25 to 20 per cent. ad valorem. 





FORBIGN. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 








INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 103 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” for 22nd July, 
the Board of Trade have now received copy and translation 
of the Customs Tariff Amendment Law (No. 11,022) therein 
referred to. This Law was promulgated on 6th July and 
published in the ‘‘Boletin Oficial’? on 20th July. 

Full particulars of the alterations made by this Law are 
given below :— 

Art. 1.--Law No. 4935 [i.e., the Tariff Law of the Argen- 
tine Republic] and its complementary laws, shall be main- 
tained in force during the year 1920, with the following 
modifications : — 

(a) Art. 2, par. 7, of Law No. 4933—oak and cedar are 
deleted. [The effect of this appears to be to 
increase the duty on unplaned oak and cedar from 
15 per cent. ad valorem to 25 per cent. ad 
valorem.] 

(b) Art. 4 of Law 10362—galvanized iron is deleted. 
(The effect of this appears to be to increase the 
duty on galvanized iron from 10 per cent. ad 
valorem, to 25 per cent. ad valorem. For par- 
ticulars of Taw No. 10362 see pages 512-3 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for 25th April, 1918. 

Art. 2.—Nos. 58, 932-5, 1121-5, 1393-4, 2536, 2875, 2940-7, 
3241 and 3349-51 in the Valuation Tariff are modified as 
follows : — 

[Notr.—The valuations and percentage rates of duty 
formerly in force are shown for purposes of comparison. The 
valuations are in Argentine gold pesos.] 

















Former. New 
Tariff | sstisdiletetihiisiais _——$ | _—__— 
No. Articles. ‘Valuation. | Duty. lValuetion. | Duty 
| | 
—— — | | | 
| 
Pesos. cts..ad valorem. | Pesos.cts. | ad val. 
ner kilog. | per kilog. | 
98 White lead (ircluding weigh 
of receptacle) oa | O WW | 10% 0 om; B 
932 | Lead pines ai ~ e 15 | 25% 0 17 | ~ 30° 
Pipes, tubes, hose, elbows 
and joints : | 
933 Of rubber, with cloth in- | | 
serted, excepting those 
of English sheet (hoja | | 
inglesa) and the like ..| 1 400 | 25% |. a 30°) 
934 The same, without cloth | 
inserted, wired ornot ..| 0 60 25% | 0 9 | 30% 
935 Rubber tubes eut into rings | | 
for the manufacture of | | 
match boxes 1 50 235%, | 2 00 | 30° 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 








Former. New. 
Duty. |Valuation. Duty. 


Articles. Valuation. 





—_—|-——— 
| Rubber: ; : | | 
121 | ~+Billiard table cushions ..| 1 50 25% | 2 vo 30°, 
Wrought into sheets, | 
valves, belting, cords | 
and mats - - OO | 25° ih 30) 34)! 
1123 | The same, with cloth o1 | : : 
| metal inserted | O 60 | 2% | Oo 90 34) 
| Manufactured into articles 
| such as horse shoes, | 
rings, coach and cart 
| tyres, strips for band 
| saws, ete. eo a: # » | 
1125 Tyres for motor vehicles. . 2 VO | 25 y/ 
1393 | Lead Plates - at © 10 | 5 | 
1394 | Lead ingots .. ss ..| O U8 | 5! 
9336 | Toys of vulcanized or elastic | 
es rubber a om “a ] 20 25 l AD 30% 
oa73 | Grape sugar or glucose of all 
; kinds ‘ we a * 
Rubber : 
2940 Refined rubber or “ goma 
‘A elastica ”’ i a / 
2941 Vuleanized rubber (Eng- | | 
: lish sheets and the like, | | 
black or red), pouches, | 
belts, fabric, bandages, 
teats, trusses, single or 
double bulbs for 
sprayers, for sponges, 
tubes, less than 5 mm. 
in diameter, and other| 
unspecified articles for| | 
medical purposes ..| 5 v0 25, o. | 6 50 | 21) 0/ 
9942 Urethal sounds’ or | each | each. 
catheters | O09 WW | 25% / O 20 | 30% 
9943 Tubes 5mm. or more in} 
diameter, stoppers, | | ; 
teething rings, sy-| per kilog. | per kilog 
ringes, etc. ' 3 00 25 Y | + 00 | 30 


' 
Clonwh 
" Ov 
—_ IS 
mit ad 
i) | a 





2044 Covered or combined with) 
cotton, linen, or wool, in 
the form of belts, elastic 
stockings, trusses and | 
other articles of medical | 
application as , ' | 6 
9945 | Covered or combined witl 
pure or mixed silk 
2946 On cloth, such as mackin- | 
tosh silk, etc. .. . £ @ I 25°, 2 50 3() 07 
2947 Hard rubber (ebonite and) 
the like) in canulas, sy-| | 
ringes, pessaries and any 
other articles for medical 
| 


1 i 


| 7 VO 49° | gy 00 50°, 


uses a oa ‘ 3 50 | 25% 4 00 | 30% 
3941 | Minium (red lead) .. .-| O 8 25% 0° 15 | 30% 
Mineral waters, all kinds: per doz, per doz. | 
3349 In bottles up to } litre | O- 30 25% 1 30 | 25% 
3350 In bottles containing more 
than } litre and up to 3 | | | 
litre o* “< we = 60 | 25% | 2 50 | 294 
3351 In bottles containing more 
than 3 litre and up to 
one litre 7 ... O- 90 25% 
33514; In easks, demijohns and 
other containers (new 
item) .. + - — | --- 





3 OO | 25% 





per litre 
0 10 | 25% 


————— 





Art. 3.—Gas oil imported exclusively for gas companies 
lor making gas for lighting is exempted from the duty of 
\ per cent. ad valorem established by Art. 2 of Law No. 
l) 220 (in respect of most goods for which the Customs 
Tariff Law provided for duty-free admission). 

Art. 4.—The valuations assigned to goods in the Valuation 
Tariff are increased by 20 per cent. [The effect of this is 
to increase the import duty on all goods specified in the 
Valuation Tariff by 20 per cent.] 

[Nore.—In connection with the percentage rates of duty 
quoted above, it should be noted that, in virtue of Law No. 
10362, goods subject to import duty at rates from 10 per cent. 
to 20 per cent. are subject to an additional duty of 2 per 
cent., and that goods subject to duty at rates exceeding 20 per 
cent. pay an additional duty of 7 per cent. Various goods 
are exempt from these surtaxes, but none of the goods 
referred to in the present Law are included among the 
exempted goods. ] 





BELGIUM. 
EXPORT OF HOPS PERMITTED. 


_A Decree of the Belgian Ministry of Industry, Labour and 
Supply, dated 18th August, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur 
Belge” for 26th August, provides that hops may now be 
exported from Belgium without the necessity of an export 
licence in each case. 








EXPORT LICENCE REQUIRED FOR RESIDUES 
OF PURNT IRON PYRITES. 

The “Moniteur Belge” of 20th August contains a Decree 
of the Belgian Ministry of Economic Affairs, dated 17th 
August, which re-establishes the requirement of export 
licences in respect of residues of burnt iron pyrites. 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


BULGARIA. 


MEASURES TO PREVENT SPECULATION ; 
LIMITATION OF PROFITS; PRODUC.- 
TION OF INVOICES. 

A decision of the Bulgarian Direction de Prevoyance, 
published in the Bulgarian Official Gazette on 10th June, 
contains measures designed to suppress speculation in 

articles of every-day use and in imports from abroad. 

In forwarding copy of this Order, the British Commercial 
Commissioner at Sofia points out that the profits of the 
wholesaler are now reduced from 15 per cent. to 8 per cent.,* 
that the retailer’s profits are now 20 per cent., and that the 
second or middleman to whom was formerly assigned a profit 
of 10 per cent., now drops out. The whole profits permissible 
now amount to 28 per cent., whereas in the past they 
amounted to 40 per cent. 

The Order revises in several respects the provisions of the 
Order of 6th August, 1919, as vegards invoices, price, 
labelling of goods, and other matters. It provides, inter 
alia, that every importer of goods must produce an original 
invoice from the manufacturer or producer, legalised by the 
Bulgarian Consul, the local Chamber of Commerce, Exchange 
or Municipal Authority. On legalisation the seller must 
state that the prices are genuine. Invoices may also be 
presented from foreign exporters who have purchased the 
goods direct from a manufacturer, and sold them to the 
Bulgarian merchant, but on legalisation of this invoice a 
legalised copy of the original manufacturer’s invoice must 
be produced. The Order also makes various additions to the 
list of goods which can be imported into or exported from 
Bulgaria without special licence. 

*The conditions previously in force respecting the percent- 
age of profits allowed were included in paragraph 4 of the 
Order of 6th August, 1919, noted on pages 426 to 428 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 2nd October. 











CRIMEA. 
PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople reports, by 
telegraph, that the export of the following articles from the 
Crimea is prohibited except under licence issued by the 
Credit Section of the Ministry of Finance :— 





Gold, silver and platinum, melted down or in bars. 

Coins. 

Precious stones, set. 

Silver articles weighing more than 2 Ib. 

Jewellery, for personal use, in excess of five articles of 
jewellery per person. 

Government and private securities, if over a nominal 
value of 50,000 roubles per person. 

Travellers leaving the country may take with them 200,000 
roubles, the maximum amount permitted for families being 
500,000 roubles; or foreign credit notes or securities to the 
value of £40, with an additional £5 for each member of their 
family, the maximum amount not to exceed £75 10s. 

For money received in payment for imported goods by 
bona-fide traders, export licences will be granted on the 
production of evidence. 





‘GERMANY. 


EXPORT OF UNEXPOSED FILMS 
PROHIBITED. 


In virtue of a Proclamation of 18th August, published in 
the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”’ of 20th August, the exporta- 
tion of unexposed film, of celluloid or similar moulding 
material (from Tariff No. 640) from Germany is again made 
subject to an export licence. 








ITALY. 


MANUFACTURE, SALE, ETC., 
SWEETSTUFFS. 


With reference to the notice at page 778 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal”? for 10th June respecting the restriction on 
the manufacture and consumption of sweetstuffs (dolctwm?) 
in Italy, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports that, 
in virtue of a Decree of 27th July, the manufacture and 
sale in Ttaly of pastry (except large kinds of pastry and 
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certain kinds of cakes), and of sweets (confettaria), with 
the exception of fondants and confetti, excluding those con- 
taining almonds, is again permitted, as from Ist August. 





J APAN (Corea). 


MODIFICATION OF CUSTOMS REGIME. 


With reference to the notice at page 230 of the *‘Board of 
Trade Journal’? for 19th August regarding the forthcoming 
modification of the Corean Customs regime, the Board of 
Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
telegraphic information from H.M. Ambassador at Tokio to 
the effect that the Customs legislation in question was 
promulgated on 25th August, and became effective on 29th 
August. 








MEXICO. 


BNPORT DUTY ON SUGAR INCREASED. 


With reference to the notice at page 228 of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal’ tor 19th August respecting changes In 
the Mexican export duties, the Board of Trade are in receipt 
of information from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Mexico City 
to the effect that the export duty on sugar has been further 
increased, 

The new rates of duty, which became effective on 16th 
July, are as follows: 

. Rate of Export 


Duty. 

No. in Pesos. Cts. 
Tariff. Articles. per hilog Yross, 
SOA Refined NE a sivicnsscrecccsencnvesenses vende V 20 
ois cilewerth edhe ebeaepmannld () 15 
TT I oie uc nn ciesceasieeanakunenlentes () I -) 
150D **Piloncillo’’ and ‘‘panela’’ (coarse un- 

refined sugars) ....... udiiaaneasaaine 0 15 





IMPORT DUTY ON IKON PIPES 


The Decree noted at page 227 of the same issue of the 
‘Journal’? modifying the import duties, has also been 
amended. It is provided by a Decree dated 17th July that 
the exemption from duty accorded to iron piping (Nos. 227 
and 228 of the Tariff) is to be revoked, and the previously 
existing duties to be enforced. Further, the new rates of 
duty established for motor tyres are abrogated, and the 
former rates of 1 peso per kilog for tyres for passenger cars, 
and 50 cts. per kilog tor tyres for goods traffic, are 
reverted to. 





NETHERLANDS. 


ANIMAL OFFAL ANTI FARLY 
POTATOES. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at The Hague to the effect that 
the authorisation given to the Netherlands Export Company 
to grant licences for the export from the Netherlands of the 
animal offal mentioned at page 51 of the issue of the 
‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 8th July, has been extended 
until 31st December next. 

The Netherlands Export Company are, however, no longer 
in a position to endorse licences for the export of early 
potatoes. 





EXPORT OF 





POLAND. 
TRADE IN TEXTILE RAW MATERIALS. 


The following is a translation of a Polish Ministerial 
Decree, published in the Polish Official Gazette on 6th July 
last, for facilitating trade in imported textile raw materials 
in exchange for native textile manufactures: — 

Art. 1.—Such textile raw. materials, or materials used in 
the textile industry, as are intended for the — industry 
of Poland, and are imported from abroad under an agree- 
ment concluded with a foreign firm for thn sl for such 
raw materials to be effected by means of expert of finished 
goods manufactured in Poland, may be imported free from 
requisition by the military authorities, Every such agree- 
ment has to be confirmed by the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade.’’ 

Art. 2.—No charge or restriction will be laid upon the re- 
export of the raw materials intended for manufacture. 

Art 2.—The valne of manufactured articles exported hy 








ie 
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any firm in payment for textile materials received fy, 
abroad for manufacture in any calendar half-year shal] y, 


exceed the value of the above-mentioned raw materia) 


imported. 

Art. 4.—The expert of goods intended as payment ip 4, 
sense of Article 3 shall be free ot all impost except th, 
amount of the costs of administration involved in Carrying 
ont the compensation agreement. The amount of such cg 
will be fixed by special agreement with the Commer 
organisations concerned. 

Art. 5.—The Ministry of Industry and Commerce y 
exercise control over the due use, in the sense of Article } 
of raw materials imported from abroad and of manufactyye; 
goods in compensation therefor. The certificate of th 
agent of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce entrust 
With the control, will exempt a particular consignment y 
raw material or of manufactured goods from the obligatio, 
to be accompanied by a certificate ~ of NON-Fequisition isgyel 
by the Army authorities. 

Art. 6.—Firms desiring to obtain exemption fro th: 
necessity of securing Army certificates in respect of sy) 
raw materials or finished goods, shall apply to the Ministn 
of Industry and Commerce, the application being accop. 
panied by: 

A amtiiose that the raw material is available {y 
import in compensation for finished goods, 

2. A declaration that the control of the agents of the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce is agreed to, 
(Article 4.) 

3. A declaration of willingness to be liable for th 
costs of the control of the transaction to th 
ameunt fixed by the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce. 

Art 7.-—Firms making a declaration of willingness ¢ 
submit to the control of the Ministry ot Industry and Con. 
merce, as provided in Article 6 (2), shall undertake:— 

To supply to the Ministry of Industry and Con. 
merce twice a vear at the expiration of the half. 
year an extract from their current stock account 
within seven days of closing the same. 

2. To require the foreign firms supplying them with 
raw materials in exchange for finished goods, to 
supply similar extracts from their current trade 
accounts to the competent Polish Consular 
authority within three days of the closing of the 
accounts. 

3. To enable the supervising agents of the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce to make a true and 
proper investigation of the state of production, 
the value of the stock, the quantity of ray 
materials on hand, and on order, and the quantity 
of finished goods. 

Art 8.—In the event of the production of extracts from 
the accounts (Article 7) which are not in accordance with 
the facts, the provisions of the law governing industrial 
undertakings will apply. 

Art. 9.—The Ministry of Industry and Commerce will 
appoint local bodies representing the textile industry for 
the purpose of securing co-operation in the management of 
the control, and to act as intermediaries between the 
Government and firms concerned in carrying out compensa- 
tory transactions. 

Art. 10.—Permits to import and export raw materials and 
manufactured articles, mentioned in Art. 1, under certificate 
of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, sill be granted 
hy the Office for the Control of Foreign Trade. 





TUNIS. 
EXPORT PROHIPITIONS. 


The ‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’”’ for 7th August contains 
two Beylical Decrees, dated 24th and 29th July respectively, 
in virtue of which the exportation and re-exportation (after 
warehousing, transit, or transhipment) of the under: 
mentioned goods from Tunis is prohibited :— 





Decree oF 24TH JULY. 
Tariff No. 
205 Cast iron of all kinds 
219 Waste, scrap and fragments of old manuf 
tures of cast iron, wrought iron, and steel. 


at- 


DecrEE OF 29TH JULY. 
166 and Oil cake and other cake and dregs 
166 bis (dréches). ; 
Exceptions from these prohibitions may be authorised 0” 
conditions to be determined by the Minister of Finance. 


_ — 
- 
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Openings for British Trade. | 


‘NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
_British firms may obtain the names and addressts of the 
versons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Qpenings”’ by applying to the Department of Overseas 
trade, and quoting the specific reference number and | 
ountry. , ; rape 
In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 

» the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
Applications for names and addresses ‘must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise | 
tated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. | 


D KINGDOM. 
UNE SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applications 
wre frequently recelved at the Department ot Overseas Trade 
Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the 

United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into communica: 
tion with British manufacturers or producers it enilee sheen 
of goods, with a view to obtaining supplies. | 

Nn application has been recorded during the past week for the 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) artinios... 

Spark plugs, porcelain; also porcejain buttons and cock 
handles for sanitary ware (These gocds are required for 
Canada). 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 44), 35, 
Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 














AUSTRALIA. | 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Sydney desires to secure the representation, for Australia, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of photographic supplies. on a 
ommission basis only. The enquirer is at present in the United 
Kingdom and will be pleased to interview firms desirous of con- 
sidering the question of representation in that country. (Refer- 
ence No. 304.) 

VACHINERY, ENGINES, MACHINE TOOLS, CRANES, 
ETC.—A wealthy firm of engineers, contractors and machinery, 
ec., importers and dealers, in Sydney, an important and old- 
established house with modern up-to-date methods, desire repre- 
entation in Australia of British manufacturers for machinery, 
machine tools, electric machinery, paraffin engines, etc. The 
frm have extensive show rooms, with line shafting throughout 
ranking amongst the finest and best equipped in Australia. They 
have had many years’ experience in handling engineering lines, 
and have several travellers and machinery experts, and with their 
sub-agents, their ramifications extend practically throughout the 
whole of the Commonwealth. This firm have large and important 
sonnections and are well and favourably known in the Australian 
Government Departments. The manager of the machinery depart- 
ment is due to arrive in England on 9th September and will be 
glad to call upon manufacturers interested. (Reference No. 305.) 
CROCKERY, LINOLEUMS, SMALL TOOLS.—A firm of 
agents, with offices in Sydney and Melbourne, desire the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of linoleums, 
crockery (toilet ware), and small tools, for the whole of Australia, 
(r a commission or purchase basis, to suit requirements. 
member of the firm is at present in the United Kingdom and 
would like an opportunity of interviewing firms prepared to give 
consideration to the appointment of a local representative. 
‘Reference No. 306. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRIC PORTAL TRAVELLING CRANE.—The Officer- 
in-Charge of the Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia. has forwarded copies of the specification, tender form, 
et, in connection with a call for tenders by the Victorian 
Government, Railways for the supply and delivery of an electric 
portal travelling crane with buffing jib. (Contract No. 

Tenders close 27th October. 

The above-mentioned copy c* the specification, etc., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Department of Over- 
eas Trade (Room 59), 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, 
and at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
3, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed 
by cable. 

TELEPHONE INSTRUMENTS, ETC.—The Imperial Trade 
Correspondent, Adelaide, has forwarded copies of the specifica- 
lions, conditions of contract and tender forms in connection with 
the following calls for tenders by the Commonwealth Postmaster- 
eneral’s Department, Adelaide :— 

(1) Up to noon on 13th October for the supply and delivery 
of telegraph instruments. (Schedule No. 546.) 

(2) Up to noon on 20th October for the supply and delivery | 
of telephone instruments, etc. (Schedule No. 549.) | 
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(5) Up to noon on 3rd November for the supply and delivery 
of telephone instruments, etc. (Schedule No. 548.) ~ 

(4) Up to noon on 10th November for the supply of telephone 
material, etc. (Schedule No. 547.) 

A deposit of 2 per cent. on the first £500 and of 1 per cent, 
on the amount above that sum (minimum deposit £2) is required 
with each tender. 

Copies of the specifications, etc., may be consulted by British 

firms interested at the Enquiry Oftice of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, and also at 
Room 60 in the case of (1) and (3) and at Room 59 in the case 
of (2), Departinent of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 
Tt will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation therefore will be of use only to firms 
— agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed by 
Gable. 


_— 





CANADA. 
SHIRTING, LEATHER CLOTH, ETC.—A firm of commission 


merchants in Montreal wish to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of shirting and leather cloth, and 
of any good textile line, selling more particularly to manufacturers 
and jobbers, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. 
(Reference No. 307.) 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR.—An _ old-established manufac- 
turers’ agent in Winnipeg desires to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery. underwear, and 
similar lines, on a commission basis, for Western Canada, from 
Port Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, British Columbia. (Reference 


No. 308.) 

HARDWARE, PAINTS, SPORTING GOODS, ELECTRO 
PLATE, TOOLS.—An extensive selling organisation, with good 
financial backing and representatives throughout Canada, has 
been formed in Ottawa. They now desire to obtain the repre- 
sentation on a commission basis, of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of cutlery; sporting goods of all kinds; paints, oil and 
varnishes; aluminium and enamelled-ware; tools; brass steam 
and water fittings; hardware; tarpaulins; waterproofs, canvas 
and duck; belting and leather goods; silver and electro plate ; 
smoking pipes; clocks and watches; glass; and electrical and 
other machinery. (Reference No. 309.) 

INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, HEAVY METALS; SHIP- 
YARD, RAILWAY AND CONTRACTORS’ SUPPLIES AND 
EQUIPMENT.—An old-e3tablished firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Montreal, now representing in Canada several United Kingdom 
manufacturers of various non-conflicting lines, are anxious to 
increase their connections by obtaining the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of industrial chemicals, heavy 
metals, steel and iron, shipyard, railway and contractors’ sup- 
plies and equipment on a commission, sales, or consignment, basis, 
for the whole of Canada, but prefer principally a sales basis. 
Two of the directors will be visiting England shortly for this 
purpose. (Reference No. 311.) 

CHAMOIS LEATHERS; GOLD LEAF AND PAINT; 
BRONZE AND ALUMINIUM PAINT.—A firm of commission 
merchants and importers in Vancouver wish to obtain the repre- 
sentation of United Kingdom suppliers of chamois leathers, gold 
leaf and paint, and bronze and aluminium paint, on a commission 
or consignment basis, for Western Canada (Winnipeg to the 
Pacific Coast.) (Reference No. 310.) 

IRON, STEEL, BRASS AND COPPER BARS, STRUCTURAL 
STEEL, ETC.—A firm of import merchants in Montreal desire 
io obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of iron 
and steel bars, structural steel shape plates, chequered plates, 
black steel sheets, cold rolled or drawn shafting and bars, brass 
and copper bars and sheets, galvanised sheets, etc., for the 
Province of Quebec. (Reference No. 312.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSION ER. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
xyovernment Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

RAPESEED OIL.—A Canadian company wish to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of rapeseed oil. 

COPPER SULPHATES, ARSENIC ACID.—A Canadian 
Government Department is open to purchase about 50 tons each 
of finely crystallised and dehydrated copper sulphate; also a 
quantity of coarse crystal copper sulphate, and arsenic acid, and 
invites quotations from United Kingdom manufacturers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

TEXTILES.—An Auckland firm of commission agents desire 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers who are 
prepared to appoint agents in the Dominion for the sale of the 
following goods :—Canvas of all kinds, especially in lines suitable 
for cattle covers; kersevs for lining cattle covers: boys’ and men’s 
clothing, woollen goods; and tweeds, etc., suitable for men’s 
clothing. (Reference No. 313.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

MINING MACHINERY, ETC.—An experienced South African 
mining engineer, at present in this country, desires to secure the 
representation for South Africa of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of mining machinery. The applicant would also be prepared to 
cousider agencies in other lines of engineering. (Reference No. 
314.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa has forwarded copies of the specifications, con 
ditions of contract, and form of tender in connection with a call 
for tenders by the Municipal Council of Johannesburg for the 
supply and delivery of electric vehicles, (Contract No. 690.) 

Sealed tenders on the proper form will be received by the Town 
Clerk, 1st Floor, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, up to noon on 
22nd September. Tenders must be accompanied by a certified 
cheque for an amount equal to ten per cent. of the total amount 
of the offer (maximum deposit £100). Samples must be delivered 
to the Controller of Stores not later than the time for the closing 
of tenders. 

Copies of the above-mentioned specification, etc., may be con 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London. 
E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 1s 
limited. and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only, to 
firms having agents in the Union, who can be instructed by 
cable. 

STEEL BRIDGES.—‘ The Union of South Africa Govern- 
ment Clazette ’ of 30th July anrounces that tenders are invited 
by the Public Works Department, Pretoria, for the supply of 
steel superstructures complete for highway bridges at various 
places in the Union of South Africa. 

Plans and documents mav be obtained from the Secretary. 
Public Works Department, Union Buildings, Pretoria, on a 
deposit of £2 2s., which will be refunded upon receipt of a 
hona-fide tender. 

Tenders, which may be for the whole or any of the sub-divisions 
of the requirements shown in form of tender, must be submitted 
to the Secretary, Public Works Department, as above. by 12 noon 
on 30th September. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Union who can be instructed by cable. 





—— 


EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


PUMPING PLANT.—H.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt at 
Cairo has forwarded a copy of the specification and general con- 
ditions, together with plans issued by the Director General, State 
Domains Administration, Cairo, in connection with a call for 
tenders for the installation of eight vertical semi-Diesel engines, 
direct coupled to centrifugal pumps at Gazayer, Kafr el Wekala., 
and Bandara. 

1. Drainage installation (A) at Gazayer, consisting of three 
vertical semi-Diese] engines, each direct coupled to a centri- 
fugal pump: two of the pumps are required to discharge at 
the rate of 800 litres per second, and the third at 600 litres 
per second, 

2. Drainage installation (B) at Kafr el Wekala. consisting 
of two vertical semi-Diesel engines, each direct coupled to a 
centrifugal pump, one pump to discharge at the rate of 
600 litres per second and the other at 300 litres per second. 

3. Irrigation installation (C) at Kafr el Wekala. con- 
sisting of one vertical semi-Diesel engine, direct coupled to 
a centrifugal pump, which is required to discharge at the rate 
of 400 litres per second. 

4. Irrigation installation (D) at Kafr el Wekala will be 
similar in all respects to installation (C). 

5. Drainage installation (E) at Bandara, consisting of one 
semi-Diesel engine, direct coupled to a centrifugal pump, 
which is required to discharge at the rate of 260 litres per 
second. 

Sealed tenders must be handed in by 30th September to the 
Director-General, State Domains Administration, Cairo, and 
quotations should be c.i.f. Alexandria or Port Said. It is stated 
that tenders will only be considered from firms having representa- 
tives in Egypt. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification. plans, etec., 
may be seen on application to the Department. of Overseas Trade, 
Machinery Section (Room 50), 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1 





NYASALAND. 


TOBACCO, COLONIAL PRODUCE, GENERAT. MERCH- 
ANDISE.—A Blantyre merchant and storekeeper. at present in 
this country, wishes to get in touch with importers and _ users 
of tobacco leaf, colonial produce importers and United Kingdom 
exporters of goods suitable for the local market. (Reference 
No. 315.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 











oe ia. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


¥ 4" ) sd vay . . . . 
HOSIERY.—A merchant firm of high standing in Singa 
oOo, -< ‘ . ° ad : — . Z Te 
are desirous of obtaining the sole agency for a United Kinga, 

a e Y 5 0m 


manufacturer of half hose, in the Straits Settlements and We 
States, where it is stated theie is a growing demand for “s 
_ (Reterence No. 516.) . tne 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent 
Department of Overseas Trade. 0 


_ 


voods. 


—_-__— — a en. — 


EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

PROVISIONS, DRIED FRUITS, PRESERVES, sPIcp 
COFFEE, RICE.—A_ Belgian residing in Antwerp desires ; 
obtain agencies, on a commission basis, for United Kings n 
firms exporting provisions, dried fruits, preserves, spices a 
and rice, Correspondence in English, French, and Flemict 
(Reference No. 517.) omnis 
_ COTTON AND WOOLLEN GOODS, VELVETS AN) VE 
ViETEENS.—A Belgian residing in Brussels desires . 
asencies, on commission, for the whole of ee ae 
Kingdom firms manufacturing cotton and woollen eo 
and velveteens. (Reference No. 318.) 

WOOL _ MATTRESSES. — BEDDING, BEDSTE Aps 
CRETONNES, WALL PAPER, ETC.—A Belgian residing ; 
Brussels desires to secure agencies, on Commission, for sien al 
ot Belgium, for United Kingdom firms manutfacturin. pi 
mattresses, bedding, etc., iron and brass bedsteads. te _ 
and wall paper. The applicant would be willing to es 
bedsteads, cretonnes. and wall papers on his own gene I rs 
ence No, 319.) -  (Refe 

INDUSTRIAL CHEMICAL PRODUCTS—FORMOL,. ACIDS 


SEED OILS, ETC.—A Belgian residing in Brussels wishes { 


to obtai 
lor Unite; 
Foods, Velvets 


uf 


obtain an agency on commission, for United Kingdom manufa 
turers of industrial chemical products—formol, acids, seed 
other oils, oils, ete. The applicant would also be prepared to 
on his own account. Correspondence in English 
No. 320.) oO 
HEAVY OILS. MOTOR CYCLES AND ACCESSORIES 
ENGINEERING MATERIALS, TOOLS, ETC—A Belin 
residing in Brussels desires to secure for the whole of Beleien th 
agency, on commission, of United Kingdom firms exporting we 
oils, motor cycles and accessories, engineering materials. tool; 
ete. (Reference No. 321.) : : oe 
_ BEER AND STOUT, DRY GOODS, PROVISIONS —a 
Belgian residing in Brussels desires to secure agencies. on 
commission, for United Kingdom firms exporting beer and stout, 
dry goods and provisions. Applicant would be prepared to 
purchase on his own account later. Correspondence in English 
and French. (Reference No. 322.) 

_ Applications for names and addresses must he sent. to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


uy 


(Reference 





DENMARK. 
OILCLOTH, TARPAULIN CLOTH, ETC.--A_ wholesale 


commission agent in Copenhagen desires to represent British 
manufacturers of oilcloth, and also for canvas (cotton and flax). 
tarpaulin cloth, felt, and mattress cloth. (Reference No. 323.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE. 

SUGAR, COFFEE. CORN, COTTON, WASHED AND 
COMBED WOOL.—An agent in Biarritz desires to represent, on 
a commission basis, British exporters of sugar, coffee, corn, cotton, 
washed and combed wool. (Reference No. 324.) 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS.—H.M. Consul-General, Paris, te- 
ports that a firm of agents in that city desire to represent British 
firms exporting chemical products used in tanning, dveing, paper- 
making, colours, and varnish (with the exception of aniline dyes). 
(Reference No. 325.) , 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








GERMANY. 
VEGETABLE OILS, FATS, WAX, SHELLAC, ETC.—An old- 


established firm in Cologne are desirous of representing, in that 
city. United Kingdom exporters of vegetable oils. fats, way, 
shellac. ete. (Reference No. 326.) 7 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ITALY. 


RAW MATERIALS FOR HAT-MAKING.—An [talian of 
twelve vears’ standing, established in Monza (Milan). desires to 
represent, on a commission basis. in Northern Italy, British 
exporters of hare and rabbit skins and other raw materials required 
for hat. making. (Reference No. 

Applications for names and addresses must he sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





TVIA. 

<i STEEL SHEETS AND PLATES, BOLTS AND N UTS, 
rE ECTRICAL MATERIAL, ETC —H.M. Consul at Riga has 
‘warded particulars of the requirements of a well4nown local 
=m in respect of various materials which it is understood are 
‘anded either for Government or Municipal use. 

‘the goods include bar and hoop iron, steel sheets and plates, 
wits and nuts, rivets, wood screws, special bolts to blue prints 
wich have been received, and also electrical material. | 

." of the specification, etc., may be consulted by firms 


A copy 
tor at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas 
de, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 8.W. 1. . 





LITHUANIA. 

FIELD TELEPHONE WIRE.—H.M. Commissioner in the 
Raitic States has telegraphed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade that one hundred and fifty miles of good light field tele- 
shone wire are required in Lithuania. . . 
The Department has been asked to telegraph quotations tor 
‘js wire, and British firms interested should send suitable quota- 
ions, without delay, to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, at the same time stating 
time of delivery. (Reference No. 528.) 


SPAIN. 

\NILINE COLOURS, VARNISHES, ENAMELS, GLUES, 
CHEMICAL PRODUCTS.—H.M. Consul-General, Barcelona, re- 
ports that a firm in that city 1s desirous of securing agencies for 
British firms manufacturing aniline colours varnishes, enamels, 
ues, and chemical products. The firm state that they have 
spacious stock rooms, that the Peninsula is constantly being 
worked by two travellers and that they have — successfully 
nganised their business in all the p:incipal towns. (Reference 


Xo, 329.) 


SWITZERLAND. 

LEATHER GOODS, DRESS MATERIALS AND LININGS. 
_\ British subject, who has been established for a considerable 
‘me at Geneva and is a member of the British Chamber of 
Commerce for Switzerland, wishes to obtain the representation, 
on a commission basis. for Switzerland. of British manutacturers 
of travelling and fitted bags, purses, letter cases, and other small 
leather goods ; also of women’s dress materials and linings. (Re- 
ference No. 330.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TURKEY. | 
TENDERS. 
INSTALLATION OF ELECTRICITY.--H.M. Commercial 


Secretary at Constantinople reports that the concession for the 
installation of electricity in the villages on the Asiatic shore of 
the Bosphorus, which has been discussed for some months, has 
definitely been awarded to the Société du Gaz de Scutari Nadikeuy 
for a period of 50 years. The work of installation is to be 
completed within two and a half years. 

It is suggested that British firms interested should communi- 
ate with the above-mentioned Socicté, with a view to partict- 
pating in the work of the installation. 

Tenders from sub-contractors should be addressed to the 
Société at Scutari Kadikeuy, Constantinople 





NEAR EAST. 


TEXTILES, JEWELLERY, PAPER, ETC.—A commission 
and merchants’ agent in Cairo is desirous of representing British 
manufacturers in Egypt, Sudan, Syria and Palestine for the sale 
ot woollens and other textiles, ready-made textiles, jewellery, 
paper, leather, and shoes. (Reference No. 331.) 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British officer born in 
Egypt, who has served over five years in Palestine, Egypt, and 
Mesopotamia, and has a thorough knowledge of local conditions 
in Egypt and Palestine, is at present on a visit to England, and 
8 desirous of getting into communication with British firms 
Wishing to appoint a salaried agent or travelling representative 
ior Near Eastern countries. The applicant, who is an expert 
inguist, is being demobilised from H.M. Forces. (Reference No. 
Mla.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


DRY COLOURS, CHEMICALS. CLAYS, WHITING, ETC. 
—An American import house of British origin, established at 
San Francisco, is anxious to get into touch with British manufac- 
‘ers or exporters of dry colours, chemicals, clays, whiting. etc., 
mith a view to acting as their agents on the Pacific Coast. (Refer- 
ence No. 332.) | | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent. to the 
‘partment of Overseas Trade. 














OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —contin wed 
LATIN AMERICA. 








BRAZIL. 

LACE, SUITINGS, LININGS, LINEN GOODS, ETC.—A 
British subject, established for many vears .as « manufacturers’ 
agent and importer of general merchandise in Sao Paulo, who 
already holds a number of British agencies, is desirous of repre- 
senting, on a commission hasis, a Nottinghom firm for lace, ete.. 
a Huddersfield firm for switings, linings, worsteds, Italian 
sateens, and Belfast and Dundee firms for linen goods. (Refer- 
ence No. 333.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT.—The Acting British Vice- 
Consul at Maceio has forwarded copies of the “Diario Official ”’ 
announcing that the Alagéas State Government invites tenders 
for the following public werks: 

(a) A pier at the port of Jaragua, for the use of passengers 
to and from the steamers, with an additional side 
track for the transport of baggage. 

(b) Bridge over the “Riacho Macei6é,”’ to replace the one 
now in existence. This bridge is on the main tram- 
way route from Jaragua to Maceié and all the urban 
traffic between the port of Jaragua and the city of 
Macei6é passes over it. 

(c) Bridge over the “ Riaeho Bebedouro.”’ This bridge is 
at. the Bebedouro terminus of the tramway system, and 
practically links the tramways with the Bebedouro 
Station of the Great Western of Brazil Railway Com- 
pany. 

(d) Quays on both sides of the Levada Canal. This canal 
is really an affluent of the lakes and is the point of 
discharge for the tratlic from the interior coming by 
way of the lakes. 

(e) A bandstand in the Square of the “ Martyrios ’ 
the official residence of the State Governor. 

(f) New cement covered walls for the three pubtic burial 
grounds of this city. Walls to be made of stone 
covered with cement and to have the customary iron 
rails fixed. 

(gz) Highway for passenger and general traffic over the bridge 
which crosses the River Handahi in the city of 
Muricy. The piles for the support of this bridge are 
already constructed. : 

(h) Bridges over the River Parahyba in the city of Pilar 
over the River Camaragibe in the City Matriz de 
Camaragibe, and over the River Passo de Camaragibe 
in the same name. 

Estimates for the several works above mentioned shou!d be 
presented within 60 days from 22nd July, and should be accom- 
panied by the necessary plans. The Government advises that 
they are already in possession of some plans and estimates in 
relation to these projected public. works, and that these will be 
placed at the disposal of any parties with the necessary credentials. 

All the estimates should be for constructions in reinforced 
cement. 

A copy of the “ Diaro Official’? may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 75, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. It will be 
observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is limited. 


lacing 





COLC ¥ BIA. 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British subjec§, with 


14 vears’ experience in Colombia, who is returning almost 
immediately to that country, is desirous of representing British 
manufacturers or merchants desiring to enter the Colombian 
market. He is also stated to be in a position to export Colombian 
produce, principally coffeee. (Reference No. 354.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CUBA: 

TEXTILE GOODS.—The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Lega- 
tion, Havana, reports that an important firm of importers in that 
citv are desirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers 
of hosiery, rain-coats, shirts. underwear, neckties, pyjamas, and 
all classes of textile goods. The firm specialise in textile goods, 
and, in view of their important connections throughout Cuba, 
they should prove very satisfactory representatives for United 
Kingdom firms. (Reference No. 335.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MEXICO. 

BOOTS AND SHOES, HABERDASHERY, PERFUMERY 
AND LEATHER GOODS.—The_ British Vice-Consul at 
Guadalajara reports that a merchant of that town is desirous of 
securing agencies for British firms manufacturing boots and shces, 
haberdashery, perfumery, and leather goods. The applicant is 
stated to have ample show rooms, attractively fitted up, in the 
business centre of the town, and to employ a staff of travellers. 
He is willing to forward cash with orders (wholesale) if quick 
delivery can be guaranteed. (Reference No. 336.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ett 
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THE 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


POSTAL SECTION 








PARCELS FOR CZECHO-SLOV ALLA. 


A licence is required tor the importation into Czecho- 
practically all articles sent by Parcel Post. 
licences should be made to the Office 
Prague. 


Slovakia of 
Application ror such 
ol Foreign Commerce, 


FOOD SECTION. 





IMPORTED CANADIAN APPLES 

the Food Controller, having received representations trom 
the Government of the Dominion of Canada as to the size ot 
used tor Nova Scotian apples, has re- 
considered the prices fixed on the occasion ot sales of impor ted 
apples by the first owner on and aiter loth Noveniber. 

The following schedule, which has been prepared in con- 
sultation with the Ministry's expert advisers, will take the 
place of the one previously issued. This change will in no 
way affect the maximum retail price of 10d. per |b. 


the barrels to be 


THe SCHEDULE. 

Prices. 
Maximum prices 
at the rate ot 

Per barrel. 
sold in 


Owner's 


Imported A pples—First 
When sold in packages. 


Apples, 


1. Canadian and United States 
barrels containing not less than 120 Ib GS 0 
Per case. 
and Australasian 
containing not less 


2? Canadian, United States, 
Apples, sold in’ cases 
than 37 lb. 

3. Canadian, United 
Apples, sold in 
than 40 Th. 


and Australasian 
containing not less 


States, 


Cases 


Per cwt. 
Any variety Oo; Imported Apples sold otherwise 
than in the package mentioned above 
No additional charges may be made for any package. 


DAMAGED WHEAT. 


has issued an Order amending the 
Cereals (Restriction) Order, 1919, so far as it relates to 
the maximum price for damaged wheat. Tailings and 
screenings of wheat, and wheat which has been so damaged 
as to be unfit for use in the manufacture of flour for human 
food, may now he sold at a price not exceeding the rate of 
91s, per quarter of 504 Tb. 

The cestrictions on the use of rice and rice flour prescribed 
by the above Order have also been removed. and the Rice 
(Retail Prices) Order has been revoked. Rice and rice flour 
are therefore free from all restrictions with regard to both 
use and selling prices. | 


PRICE OF 
The Food Controller 


- — 
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BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


Industriel Sutsse.—Published 
Geneva. 





(oni mercial ct 
Rue Pet itot. 


Bulletin 
monthly from 8, 
This publication is one of the oldest and most responsible 
journals in Switzerland, with extensive connec- 
abroad. For advertising 
direct to Geneva. 


e onomic 
tions both in the country and 
rates British firms should apply 
(ommerce Monthly Journal. 
Price 6d. 

Journal will he welcomed in all the commercial 
centres of the world. having connections both direct and 
indirect with Bradford—in view of the city’s position as 
the world’s centre of the woollen trade, and of the pre- 
dominant place taken hv the area served hy the Chamber 
in the worsted and woollen industries. Apart from in- 
formation relating to the manufacturing situation in 
Bradford, the journal will contain commercial information 
from Overseas markets. 


( ‘hainbe os or 
August. 1920. 


Bradford 
Vol. 1, No. 1. 


This 


Pndustiial Reconstruction in Poland.—-Byv Dr. S. Janicki, 


I-<ned by the Polish Press Bureau. 2, Upper Montagne 
Street. Russel] Square, WC. 1. 


-_ — 
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Returns. 


Commercial 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 





tH E WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return cal the Ni LL] Oi Da! es of Cotton linport ef and Exported 
at the Vari lous Pe orts of the United Kingdom jae ng the week 
and O95 weeks end “d 261 h Au Cust, i 120 : 


~— z ir Pe 


Week 30D Weeks 

— ended 
26th Aug., | 26th 4 

1920. 1990." 


30 Weeks 
ended 
26th Aug., 
1920. 


Week 
ended 
Poth Aug., 
1920. 


IMP ORTS. KX PORTS. 


Bales, Bales. 


4 ™ de) 


American .. ov 24.722 


Brazilian .. = 11 
Kast Indian ? OO] 
Kgvptian $,140 
LO 892* 


290,109 
2,751,654 3 5,065 396 09% 


‘otal .. - 41,766 


Including 579 bales British West Indian and 890 bales British 
West African. 
+ Including 6,883 bales British West Indian 
West African. 20.453 bales British East African. 
Foreign East African. 


. 9,306 bales British 
and 2,178 bales 





CORN PRICES. 
the average price of British Corn per quarter 
imporsal Measure,” as received from the 


Returns in the week ended = August, 
, 1882: 


STATEMENT showing 
of 8 bushels. 
Inspectors of Corn 
1920. pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 


. ° = 
verage Price. 


Wheat. Barley. 


Week ended 28th August, 1920 
Corresponding week in 

1913 

L914 

LOLS 

1916 

1O17 

191s 

hot 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 2, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Com 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight o 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial! bushel. and in the case of weight or weighed measure th 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for evéry 
bushel of wheat. fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, ané 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS : UNEMPLOY: 
MENT INSURANCE. 





DECISIONS BY THE UMPIRE. 
to paragraph (5) of the Une npr Insur- 
I e@ulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
following decisions by the Umpire om 
contributions are pavable:— 


Pursuant 
ance (Umpire) 
Notice of the 
stion whether 


gives 


cl Cy ul 


A.—The Umpire has decided thet contributions ARE PAYABLE 
in respect of :—- 


\2461X.—Workmen engag rravel in connet 
tion with the manufacture of concrete ricks and tiles. 

Vote.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part Ti) (Miinition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number. C.., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
jth September, 1916. 

Where no reterence is given to an Application, the 
question has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, # 
a matter not admitting of ‘reasonable doubt, in accordant 
with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance (Umpi 
feculations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise @ 
question of general interest, or which merely apply a 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not ‘publishe 
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